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that ſacred Inſtitution. 
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POSTSCRIPT 
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LUKE xxii: 19. T 125 do in ane of me. 


LAM. iii. 40. Let us ſearch and try our * and 
turn again to the Lord. 


1 THEs. v. 17, 18. Pray without ceaſing ; z in every 
Thing give Thanks, for this is the Will of God 
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HE Lord's Supper according to the 


New Teſtament, ſeems to be a very plain 
and intelligible Inſtitution ; and yet the prin- 
cipal Deſign of it is greatly miſunderſtood 
by many; and hence is it that while ſome 


attend upon it, and partake of it, with Dif- 


fidence and Terror; and ſome make a ſuper- 
ſtitious Uſe of it; and ſome come to it only, 
or chiefly, with political Views, and from 


worldly Conſiderations; others abſtain from 


it altogether, either from miſtaken Notions 
of the Nature and Deſign of it; or from a 


Contempt of all poſitive Inſtitutions whatſo- | 


But if the wiſe End for which it was inſti- 


tuted by our Saviour, were rightly under- 


ſtood, duly conſidered, and carefully at- 
tended to, Chriſtians would come to it more 
frequently, and partake of it in another 


manner than they. commonly do; it would 


neither be undervalued as an uſeleſs Ceremo- 
ny, nor overvalued, or have an undue Streſs 


laid upon it, as if it were the great Law of 


the Goſpel, nor would it be turned into an 


Engine of State, and made uſe of as a Qua- 


lification for civil and military Offices. ® 


A ſerious good Chriſtian will, no doubt, receive the 
Communion in ,a devout religious manner, and with 
ſuitable Affections, whatever be the Occaſion of his re- 
Ceiving it; and we have ſhewed in the following Tract, 
p. 34 in a Note at the Bottom, how a perſon receiving the 
8 „ . Communion 


Accounts which we have of it in the _ 
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BE et ot ee e a peculiar Excel- 
leney of the Chriſtian Religion, that it is en- 
tirely a reaſonable Service; it's Doctrines 
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Cb munion in obedience to the Teft Ad may em loy.. 
his Thoughts, ſo as to make a good uſe of a Law which L 
has à bad Tendency; but ſurely a good Chriſtian would 
not chuſe to partake of this Ordinance in ſuch Cireum- 

ſtances, and under ſuch Appearances, if it could be 
avoided: And though (to uſe the Words of the Au- 
thor of the Monthly Review: for December 1754, page 

436) The Teff 42 does not forbid our receiving the 

.* Sacrament for the Ends for which it was originally 

1 ee 78 it mixes with them other and very 

© Improper Views, by which the Sincerity of the Re- 

« ceiver is greatly endangered; and conſequently the 

Act itſelf is chargeable with the Abuſes occaſioned + 

by it.“ A good Man, (as was juſt; now obſerved) | 
will receive the Communion in a religious manner, and 

5 with a View to the Ends for which it was appointed by . 

4 our Saviour, even when he is doing it in Compliance 

3 with an human Law, and it is hoped there are mapy 

x]  whodoſo, yet. it were to be wiſhed there were no ſuch 

| human Law, among, us; which lays good Men under 
| | 

| 


1 i 
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the Neceſſity, of partakigg of that Ordinance in Circum- -. 
ſtances that have but a bad Appearance, and leads 
i others, who have no ſerious Senſe of Religion, or per- 
£1 haps do not ſo much as believe the Goſpel, to receive 
It in an unworthy manner; to receive it with Reluctancy, 
I and againſt their Will; ſo that with ſuch it is a matter 
8 of Conſtraint, Compulſion, and Neceſſity, and not of 
choice, or from a willing Mind, which quite deſtroys 
the Religion of the Action: Not to mention that ſome 
| _ are thereby compelled, and driven, as it were, to the 
Lord's Table, and the Church obliged to receive them, 
who for their vicious and immoral Lives, ought to be 
excluded from it, as a Reproach to the Society, and 
unworthy of the Tokens of Chriſtian Fellowſhip. .'So 
thatthe 2d and zd Rubricks, prefixed to the Communi- 
on Office in the Liturgy, ſeem to be in Effect repealed, 
at leaſt to be rendered uſeleſs, by the 7% fett And 5 
an! important Branch of Chriſtian Diſeiplin e täken | 
quite away. PE | | . W 8 TT 


"& v 0 x” 


are michi rationa el amd conſiſtent; and uſs- 
ful to ſupport the Cauſe of Righteouſneſs, 


and encourage the Practice of Holineſs and 7 


Virtue in.the World. It's Laws and ORE: 
tions are, moſt. of them, the Fer Laws of. 
Reaſon. and Nature, as to tho e W which are n 
merely of poſitive : Inſtitution, as they are 
but very few, ſo they are free from all Ap- 
pearance of Superſtition, well fitted to an. 
{wer. very good Ends, and not in the leaſt 
burthenſome, nor attended with any Difficul>+ 
ty in the Performance of them: They are 
only Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, by 
the firſt of which we. are initiated into. the 
Chriſtian Religion, and received into the 
Chriſtian Church; which being once done; 
it is not repeated; and by the other, we do 
from time to time make a publick, thankful 
Commemoration of the Sufferings and-Death... 
of Chriſt, and declare that we are his Diſcs 
ciples, and reſolve to continue in the Pro- 
feſſion of his Religion, in the Obedience 
of his Laws, and in the Communion ok; his 
Church, all the 1 of our Lives. 0 


which it was N (viuch have dene 
juſt now hinted, and are more particularly 8 
mentioned in the following Treatiſe) are 
very good and have a Tendency to preſerve 
a Senſe of Religon upon the Mind, and 


cherith good Affections in the Heart. 2. That | 
the matter made uſe in 9 5 $1 dinance, (viz .. 

Broad. and. A is ver) ſignificant of: What 
: IV n it 
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whole Action 
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intended to repreſent. ARE That the 
having beet performed from 


446 fe ke 


"the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, is a ſtanding 


Evidence of the Fact, that Jeſus Chriſt was 


- erucify'd, as the Scripture- relates; even as 
f the Obſervation of the firſt Day of the Week 


Aſſemblies, is a ſtanding Evidence of his 
_ * ReſurreQtion from the Dead, and of the mi- p 
raculous Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon 


'Chriſtians for their publick religious 


His Apoſtles fifty Days after, both Which : 
happened on the firſt Day of the Week. 


It may well be thought ſtrange then that 
_ fo: many profeſſed Chriſtians, ſhould ſo ſel- 


dom attend upon this Inſtitution, and ſome 


[To 
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live on in the conſtant Neglect of it: People 
are wonderfully apt to run into Extremes; 
ſo it is with many with Reference to this 
Ordinance. Some there are who lay an 
undue Strels Upon | their Obſervance of it, 
and place too much of their Religion in it; 
others again there are who ſlight and under- 
value it: Theſe are two Extremes, and we 
ſhould carefully endeavour to avoid both of 
hem, and wiſely chuſe the middle way, 
chat is to obſerve and perform the Duty, be- 
cauſe: Chriſt our Lord and Maſter has re- 
iel us to do ſo; and yet not lay an undue 
Streſs upon it, becauſe it is but an inſtru- 
mental Duty, and ſubordinate to others, 
which are cl an higher a, more * 
Nature. 49 | 
Let us aner guard ing the one EK 
rene of laying too great a Streſs on our Ob- 
A both k cane it : 


5 „ not to be laid in 55 1 N 
the Laws of Reaſon and Nature, which are 
of an unchangeable Obligation, and in which 
the very Eſſence and Life of Reli gion dath 
- conſiſt:; And likewiſe, becaule. 9 dt ; 
- external Means in order to a farther and 
higher End, namely, to help to keep alwe a 
Senſe of Religj ion in the Minds of Men: 
and therefore, the End, which is real vital 
Religion, muſt undoubtedly be of greater 
than that Which is only an ex- 
ternal Help pr Means to promote and cheriſh 
the Practice of it: Now to place Religion 
in the Obſervance of che Means without re- 
garding the End; or to lay a greater Streſs 
upon the Means than upon the End; or to 
ſubſtitute the one in p the other, is to 
invert the Order of Things, and is in Truth 
a remarkable Inſtance of Superſtition and of 
Langener Conſequence ta. the Souls of Men. 
And yet let us not under Pretence of 
avoiding the Extreme of Superſtition with 
reſpect to this Ordinance, run into the con- 
trary Extreme of living in the habitual Ne- 
Ses or it, or attending upon it but very 
rarely: The weighty and moſt; important, 
"Pn. of Religion ought, no doubt, to have 
the chief place in our Eſteem; and we ſhould 
be moſt careful to obſerve them, and zealous 
in the Practice of them, yet thoſe which in 
compariſon with the others, are of leſſer 
MNoment, are not to be left undone, much 
. for they. are uſeful in their plage, 
othexwiſe the wöufd not. have, re mee 
7 


——— 6 


as often as we have Opportunity, for thus 
it becomes us, after the example of our bleſſed 


- after, 10 fulfil all R ighteouſneſs. 


<p a 48 f: 77 5 2 3 * 
̃ 2 I viii A * 
at our n ; it is the Will of God ve 


ſhould obſerve them, and we are not to un- 


dervalue or neglect the leaſt of his Com- 
mandments. And ſince this Rite is really a 


divine Appointment being expreſly inſtituted 
by our Saviour himſelf, which is a ſufficient 
Obligation on all who pelieve in him, though 
there were nothing elſe to be ſaid for it; and 


ſince moreover it appears to be a wife and 


reaſonable Inſtitution, and fitted to anſwer 
very wiſe and good Ends; it ought not to 


be deſpiſed, or neglected, or ſuffered to fall 
into Diſuſe, which would certainly be the 


conſequence, if all Chriſtians. ſhould do, as 


too many of them do, that is, turn their 


backs upon it and forſake it, as if they were. 


aſhamed to make ſuch a publick and ſolemn 


Acknowledgment of believing in a crucify'd 
Saviour, or did not like the Terms of Salva- 


tion, Which he hath publiſhed in the Name 


of God, and ſealed with his Blood, and 
therefore will not conſent to them, nor ſub- 
mit to his Goverment' and Laws: Let not 


any of us who profeſs to believe the Chriſtian 
Religion, treat a Chriſtian Inſtitution in this 


manner, but let us devoutly attend upon it 


. 


The Command of our Saviour in this . 
Caſe is ſo very plain, the Reaſonableneſs and 
Uſefulneſs of the Inſtitution is ſo obvious, 
and the Obſervance of it ſo eaſy, that I have 


often wondered how it comes to paſs that 


RE the . man ot "wen 15 
ta 


| nance, 2 ev not dl oy ck Lak 


Lives and Practices are. vicious andi immo- 
ral, (for there is nothing ſtrange in their ab- 
Raining, and indeed they ought not to be 
admitted, if they would offer themſelves, 
without ſome apparent Fruits of Repentance, 5 
but even of thoſe whoſe. Converſations are m 
the main, agreeable to the Goſpel, who ſeem 
to have the Fear of God before their Eyes, 
and a Senſe of Religion i in-their Minds; and 
who BYE in the habitual Practice of, He linels 


> 1 . K 


their own. ee e in the 3 Omit 
ſion of a Duty ſo plainly and expreſsly com- 
manded, they know beſt themſelves; but 
fare I am it is a culpable Omiſſion, and a 
Defeęct in their Character, tho IL am. 1 
to hope ihat it does not proceed from a Con- 
tempt of the Inſtitution, or Want of 975 
and Reſpect to him who appointed i it; but is 
occaſioned, I preſume, either from. ſome 
miſtaken Notions they have-imbibed of. the 
Nature of the Lord's Supper, of the Prepa- 


ration requiſite in Order to the due partaking. 


of it, the Difficulty of receiving it as they. 
ought to do, and the Danger of performing it 
unworthily ; or from an Exceſs of Modeſty in 


their Opinion of themſelves, as if they were 
not worthy, and would not be \ GONE 


- 


Sele at the Lord's Table. 
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| better to endeavour to obſerve a plain In 18; 
tution of our Lord, altho' they ma not er 
haps perform it .o well as Fees wonld-delire, 

than to omit it altogether, and for fear 


coming ſhort, in the Performance of 3g! „ 
ver perform it all. If this Way of Reafon- 


ing were applied to Prayer, 15 would lead 


them to lay aſide that Put xy allo, and indeed 
all the aches of religious Worſhip,” for who 
in this imperfect State can pretend to per- 
form any of them without ſome Mixture of 


Imperfections and Failings? 


E concerns ſuch Perſons to confider Vike- 
wiſe whether in this their abſtaining from the 


Lord's Supper they do not act an inconſiſtent 


Part, and contrary. to the Judgment of their 
own Minds, which. is certainly | the Caſe, if 


if they believe the Lord's Supper to be an 


Inſtitution of Chriſt, as we preſume they 


do: The Quakers indeed, who deny that 


this Ordinance was inſtituted with a Deſign 


to be of perpetual Continuance in the Church, 
Act agreeably to their Principles in not par- 
taking of it, nor uſing it in their Churches: 
In this Principle of theirs we think them to 
be miſtaken, and we all blame them for en- 
tertaining it; but pray, are not thoſe among 


ourſelves as much or more, to be blamed, 


Who, while they believe the divine Appoint- : 
ment of this Inſtitution, do yet nevertheleſs 
— abſtain from it altogether, or but very ſeldom 
6. gouy: in it? 


a 


3 


who {light and undervalié it as a mean 
contemptible Ceremony, fit only: for 


2 Vale ot People of weak and faverttitious. 7 


s, and upon that Account diſdain- to 
Join in the Celebration of it, and live in the 
conſtant and wilful Orbiffion of it; to uh 


we ſhall only ſay, that this Rite is ſd expreſs» 
Iy appointed by Jeſus Chriſi, the Founder off 


our Reli gion; and it is, if {criouſly: performs . 
ed, ſuch an apt and fit Means to ſtrength- 


en our Faith, to ſupport dur Hope, to excite 


our Love and Gratitude to God, and kind 
Affections towards all our Chriſtian Brethren; 
and to engage our Hearts to the Love, Imi- 
tation, and Obedience of our bleſſed Re- 


deemer, and a ſincere Conſent tothe Terms 


of his Goſpel, and Compliance with the 
great Deſign of it; that I ſee not how / any 
one who believes Jeſus Grit to have been a 
Teacher ſent from God, and to have ſpoken 
and taught in his Name; and who doth ac- 


5 knowledge him as his Lord and Maſter, his 
Lawgiver, Saviour and Judge, can refuſe to 
_ obſerve this Inſtitution: How can a Man call 
himſelf a Diſciple of Chriſt, and a Subject + 
his Kingdom; and yet live in the habitual 
Neglect of a religious Rite inſtituted by him 


for wiſe and good Ends, to be obſerved by 
his Diſciples to the End of the World, as 
Fa 12 5 as can be expreſſed by Words? This 


99 
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oks too like a Contempt of the Wiſdom of 


| our Saviour, as if any of his Inſtitutions were 
A | | uſeleſs 


4 
* 


Age whale. if there pe an Hick da "> 


only for-the Weak and ors Mei b et 
ſuch Men think or talk as they will, itis evi⸗ 
dent from our Lord's whole Conduct, yhile 
he converſed among Men, ibat he khewi what 
was in Man, he knew human Nature better 
than any of us, and what was fit to work 


upon their Affections, and conſequently what 


Rites or poſitive Inſtitutions were proper to, 
be appointed in Order to preſerve à ſuitable 
Senle of his Religion in the Minds of his 
Diſciples. Letus take heed then that we de- 
ſpiſe not any of our Saviour's Commands, by 
a wilful Neglect and habitual Omiſſion of 
any Thing he hath required of us, for le 
hath ſaid Fimaſelf in Luke 10. 16. He that wy 


: 4 pet ne, deſpiſeth lm mat e ne.. 


And now may God line the Hearts of 


; all Chriſtians to walk in all the Commandments 


and Ordinances of the Lord, blameleſs, and give 
us Grace to perform them in an acceptable 


Manner, and ſuitably to the Ends for which 
they were ſeverally appointed, that in the 
Uſe of theſe outward Means, we may be 
daily growing in Goodneſs and Virtue, and 
conſtantly going on to all moral and ſpiritu- 


al Perfection, till it be conſummated in Glo- 
ry, thro Jeſus Chriſt the great Captain of our 
Salvation, who hath loved us, and waſhed us in 


in his Blood, from our Sins; and made us Kings 
and Prieſts to God even his Father. 10 whom 
£6 Giory for ever. Amen. 
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HIS Ordinance, which. is com- 
, monly called the Lord's Supper, 
or the Holy Communion, and ſome- 
times the Euchariſt, is not an Inventi. 
on of Men, or 4 Ceremony deviſed 
by Chriſtians out of their own Heads, 
or inſtituted by the Clergy of their own' 
Authority: But i is an Expreſs Inſtitu- 


tion and Command of our Lord him- 


ſelf, who hath appointed it to be ob- 
ſerved and celebrated, in a devout and 
religious Manner, - by all his Diſci ples, 5 
to the End of the World. gg 
- This is abundantly evident from the 
Hiſtory of our r Saviour 's Paſſion, as it 
| IA WES 


— — 


— _ oe $6-—. + 
e 


. 


— comes ona . : 
— — Ep oi - 0 9 . 5 $25 22,46 — — — N N 
22 ²˙¹ A . Marv, grey r r ER 
wa! wy 1 8 . * — ; 3 
* — — — 1 


4 — — 
47 fart oO 
* . 

. * 
4 — L 
pry a. md 
g . 


— 


- — 
pe * 1 t -- - 
4 fl - - + % N - 
Pr at £225 2 AC eee 
2 - 89 ATI « . — 
— — CO — 9 
= E a 
8 — 


0 


is e in py: ic Goſpels a; "FI ; 


| os." ba & E * "> 
— erp „ rotr ra; 
— of 6": Ae — 2 W 
T 2 — —— 2 nn 
Der EP" * 9 . II 
: pgs. e ” 
R Rs 1 l 
POSSE „„ 0363 l 
* 
oe 


Mark, and Luke and from what the 


_ Apoſtle Paul fays to the Church of 


Corinth in the 11th Chapter of his iſt. 


Epiſtle, to. them; where, reproving 


them for ſome Abuſes they had been 
guilty of in the Celebration of this or- 


dinance, contrary to the Deſign for 


which it was appointed, he acquaints 
them, that he had received it from the 
Lord as an Inſtitution of his Religion, 
which he was to teach as ſuch, to the 


Churches he ſhould plant, to be ob- 


ſerved by them, and by all the Church- 


es of Chriſt, till his ſecond Coming ; 


and he tells Hem that he had accord- boy 
ingly delivered it unto them as he had 


received it from the Lord; and then 
he proceeds to give them an Account 


of it's firſt Inſtitution, and of the End 


and Deſign for which it was appointed, 


and exhorts them to obſerve it for the 
future according to that, and not ſuf- 
fer it to be any longer perverted and 


abuſed as it had been among them = f 


late. 

The Action itſelf conſiſts in taking 
Bread, giving T hanks over it, breaking ; 
it 
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it, and eating of it; [RUE in taking 
Cup into which Wine had been pour- 
end, giving Thanks over it, and drink- 


bo ing of it 


_ £::Ehis 1s s the external Action; Ee” hb 
| Deſign of it as a religious Rite or Ce- 
remony, is to repreſent, ſnewforth, or 
make an open publick Commemorati- 
on of our Saviour's Death, and the 
Manner of it; the Bread which is bro- 
ken being a Symbol or Repreſentation 
of his Body which was broken on the 
Tree; and the Wine, a Symbol or 
Repreſentation of his Blood ſhed upon 
the Croſs, for the Remiſſion of the 
Sins of many; that is, for the Confir- 
mation of that Covenant wherein God 
hath promiſed the Remiſſion of Sins to 
Al, whether Jews or Gentiles, who ſin- 


cerely embrace the Goſpel of his Son,. - 3 


who truly repent of their Sins and 
forſake them, and carefully endeavour 
for the future to obey his holy Laws, 
and improve themſelves daily in 2 7585 
and Virtue. | 
Whether the Bread that is uſed in 
Sha Celebration of this Ordinance be 
leavened c or unleavened; whether the 
A 2 Wine 


5 3 


1 1 
Wine be pure or mix d 1 Maw; 3 
7 _ whether t ie Thankſg giving be uſed only 
WW once for all, or con before the 
WY giving of the Cup, which ſeems in- 
I deed to have been the Practice at the 
Wl Beginning; whether this Inſtitution be 
Wl celebrated in the Evening, or any other 
bl _ Time of the Day; whether Faſting, | 
or after a. temperate Meal; whether 

in an upper Room, or in any other 

Place; whether Sitting, or Leaning, 
or Standing, or Kneeling; theſe and the 

like Circumſtances, being no Parts of 
the Action itſelf, nor having any Re- 
b lation to, or Connection with the De- 
gn of it, are Matters of Indifferency, 
I and left to the Liberty of Chriſtians : 
II There is nothing determined about 
1 them in the New Teſtament, and 
iv therefore none ſhould take upon them 
1 to make any fixed Regulations or Ca- 
nons about ſuch Matters; but in theſe 
"A or the like indifferent Things, which 
are not neceſſary to be determined, eve- 
ry Chriſtian ſhould be left to his own 
W Diſcretion; for the Inftitution may be 
W—  dulyand rightly adminiſtred, and Chrif. 1 
tians 88170 partake of it worthily and 
| _— | — 
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|  acceptably; n in the one or the 
other of theſe Ways that have been 
mentioned; yea even tho in the fame 
Congregation, and at the fame Time, 
ſome ſhould receive it one Way, and 
ſome another: Chriſtians ſnould not 
be ſuperſtitiouſſy ſcrupulous about theſe 
little Things; nor ſhould Chriſtian 
Churches take upon them to exerciſe 
Authority in Matters of this Nature, 
which are not determined in the Word 
of God, which do not belong to the 
AQton itſelf nor affect any of — Ends 
and Purpoſes for which 1 ic was appoint= 
ed, and which arechietly to be Ws hh 
ed in our Celebration of it. 8 
From the Accounts we have of the 
Inſtitution of this Ordinance, both by 
the Evangeliſts and the Apoſtle Paul, 
we plainly ſee for what End it was ap- 
pointed, and conſequently with what 
Views, with what Diſpoſitions and Af- 
fections we ought to partake of it; for 
the Efficacy of it, or the Good to be 
obtained by the receiving of it, doth 
not depend upon the meer external 
Action of Eating and Drinking; but 
bins the doing it with Meditations and 
AI Affections 


F 1 


venant in my Blood, ſhed for the Remi 


and eee of my Blood, ſhed 


C83: 
Kifedtions ſuitable to this Den for 


which 1 it was inſtituted. 


Now the chief and principal End 


for which this Rite was appointed by 
our Lord, was to be a ſtanding Me- 
morial =f his Sufferings and Death, 


and a folemn publick Commemoration ; 
of them with Praife and Thankſgiv- 
ing: This (faith he) is my Body, which 


7s broken for you, as much as to ſay, 
this Bread which is broken and diſtri- 


buted among you, is the Symbol, or 
the Sign and Repreſentation 25 my Bo- 


dy crucity'd and broken for you; Do 
1515, that is, take it, and eat it, in Re- 
membrance of me, or for a Commemo- 
ration of my Love in dying for you. 
And of the Cup he ſays, This Cup is 


the New Teſtament, or, as it ſhould, ra- 
ther have been rendered, the New" . 


on of the Sins of many, drink ye all of 


it; for as often as you eat this Bread, and 
drink this Cup, ye do ſhew: forth, or, ſhew 


ye forth the Lord's Death till he come. 


The Meaning' is, the. Wine contained 
in this Cup is the Symbol, the Sign 


for 


FE Cl 


53: 


fo the Confirmation of the new Co- 
venant, wherein the Remiſſion of Sins 
is promiſed and aſſured to all, who, be- 
coming my Diſciplesand Members of my 
Church, ſhall truly repent of their Sins 
and forſake them, and ſhall endeavour 
For the future to yield a fincere Obe- 
dience to the Laws and Precepts of 
my Goſpel, and perſevere therein to 
the End: Drink ye all of this Cup in 
Remembrance of me, for by this Ac- 
tion of eating of this Bread, and drink- 
ing of this Cup, as the Symbols and 
Repreſentations of my Body broken, 
and Blood ſhed, ye do ſhew forth and 
publickly declare my Death, and your 
own thankful Remembrance of i it; and 
at is my will you ſhould do fo to the 
End of the World, even till I ſhall 
gome again the ſecond Ti ime, without 
| Sin, unto Salvation, that is, not to of- 
fer myſelf as a Sacrifice for Sin a ſe- 
cond Time, but to confer on all my 
ſincere and faithful Followers, that Sal- 
vation and Happineſs which 1 have 
promiſed to them; which promiſe is 
ſealed with my Blood, and farther con- 
firmed by my Reſurrection from. the 
A 4 1 
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1 8 5 . 
Dead, and Aſcenſion into the Heavens: 
This Ordinance then is a ſtanding and 


perpetual Memorial, an open and pub- 


lick Commemoration of the Sufferin 9 
and Death of our Lord Jeſus Chriſi: 
And this is the firſt and Fe End 
for which it was appointee. 
But there is another, or rather two 
e which naturally ariſe out of this 
firſt one, and are cloſely connected 
with it; and which are. alſo pretty 
ö plainly taught as ſuch by the Apoſtle 
Paul in 1 Cor. 10. 16, 17. They are 
theſe, to wit, to be a Token and Teſ- 
timony of our Communion and Fel- 
lowſhip with Jeſus Cbriſt, and with all 
our Chriſtian Brethren ; the Apoſtle's 
Words are theſe, The Cup of - Bleſſing 
aohich aue bleſs, is it not the Communion of 
the Blood of Chriſt ? the Bread which ?, 
Brea, is it not the Communion of the Bo. 
dy of Chriſt? For, becauſe' there is one 
Bread, + we, being many, are one Body, 
for wwe are all Partakers of that one 
Bread, As if he had faid, The Cup 


* So this Verle would Ks been better ren 
der ed. 


e 


49) 

: of. 8 over Which we ging | 
Thanks, and of which we drink i in the 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper, is it 

not a Token, a publick Teſtimony and 

Declaration, of our Communien and 

Fellowſhip with the Lord Jeſus, whoſe 

Blood was ſhed. for. the Remiſſion of 

Sins? and the Bread which we break, 

and eat . in n that, een is it not 


K 


Felonſhig Wi that bleſſed. L Lend 
whoſe Body was broken for us upon 
the Tree? Is not this Action Which 5 
we perform in Obedience to his Com- 
1 mand, a publick and ſolemn Acknoywy⸗ 
ledgment of our religious Regard to 
him, as our Saviour and Redeemery 
our Lord, our Lawgiver, and our 
Judge; is it not an open Profeſſion in 
the Face of the World that we are his 
Diſciples and Followers, that we em- 
brace his Doctrine and Religion, and 
are not aſhamed of his Goſpelz that 
we approve of, and agree to the Terms 
of that moſt gracious Covenant which 
was ſealed with his Blood, and ſincere- 
3 ly conſent to be governed by his Laws? 


undoubt- | 
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undoubtedly it is; and our partaking 
of this Feaſt in Memory of his Death, 
is an open Declaration and ſolemn 
Teſtimony of all this. So 


And farther by our coming together 
into one Place, to partake of this one 
Bread, and drink of this one Cup, as 
a religious Commemoration of the 


Death of Chriſt; we, all of us who 
join in the Celebration of this Ordi- 
nance, tho' many in Number, and 
dwelling perhaps, ſome of us in far 


diſtant Places, do hereby declare that 


we are all one Body, and acknowledge 
ourſelves, with all our Chriſtian Bre- 
thren wherever oy dwell on the Face 


of the Earth, to be one Society or 


Community, united to the one Lord 


by alively Faith and ſincere Obedience, 
and to one another by the Bond of a 
fervent Charity, and brotherly Love; and 


fo by the joint partaking of this Ordi- 
nance we acknowledge ourſelves the 
Fellow Diſciples of Chriſt, the one 


Tord and Mediator, and the joint Wor- 
ſhippers of the ove God and Father of 


all, the Temples of the fame Holy Spirit, 
Vr 


4 


and the Heirs. of the f ame 22 Th 
kanten TH, l 

We do not by this Action phaſe 
our Communion meerly and only with 
that particular Church or Congregati- 
on with whom we are worſhipping at 


the Time, or with that particular Par- 


ty or Denomination of Chriſtians with 
whom we are aſſociated, and ſtatedly 

join in Worſhip; or with this or the 

other national Church; but we ac- 
knowledge ourſelves to be in Union and 
| Fellowſhip with all who make a cre- 
dible Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, (that 
is, with all who profeſs the Chriſtian 
Religion, and do not contradict that 


Profeſſion by the Wickedneſs of their 


Lives, ) and, that together with them, 
we are all one Body, united under Chrift, 
our common Head; we are one religi- 

- ous Community, one ſpiritual King- 
dom under the Government of that 

one King whom God hath ſet over us, 

even Jeſus Chriſt his Son, whom he 
hath made Lord o, all, by whoſe Laws 

we all profeſs to be ruled and governed, 
to whole Authority and Dominion We 


0 1 : 
. 


| Meditations u 
ciſe our Affections, and form oupPur- 


conſequently prepare and qualify us for 


5 C3 
are all ſubject, and to whom we are 


all of us accountable for our Conduct. 


Theſe now being the Ends for which 


| this Ordinance was appointed, it be- 


comes us, as often as we partake of it, 
to keep them in our Minds, to fix ur 
upon them, and to ere? 


poſes and Reſolutions according to 
them: If we do ſo, it will be a Means 
of ſtrengthening our Faith and Hope, 


_ of increaſing our Love to God, our 
Love to Jeſis Cbriſi our bleſſed Re- 


deemer, and to all the Saints and 4 ; 7 
Houſhold of God; and it will help us 
forward in the Way of Holineſs, an . 


engage us the more effectually to a pa- 
tient Continuance in well doing, and 


to the conſtant and zealous Practice of 5 
every Thing that is truly pious, vir- 


tuous, and good; in a Word, it will 


diſpoſe us for farther Uſefulneſs in 
this World, and to a greater Progreſss 
in moral and ſpiritual Perfection, and 


higher Degrees of Happineſs in the 12 | 
W. orld that is to comm. 71 


\ 


| 3 


. 
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#5 
But if we attend upon this Inftitud | 
on of our Religion in a careleſs un- 
- thinking Manner; only as an empty 
Seremony, as a Manner of Form and 
GSuſtom; or to pleaſe Men, and gain 
or preſerve a Reputation of ES 5 
org if we ſubſtitute our Attendance - 
upon it in the Place of real Righteo 
neſs, and uſe it as a Kind of Commu- 
tation, and by Way of Atonement for 
ſome immoral Practices, we are guilty | 
of; or for any other baſe and ſiniſter 
_ End; we quite - pervert | it from the 
r Purpoſe for which it was appointed; 
ve eat and arink unworthily, not diſcern- 
ing the Lord's Body; we uſe it in Ef- 
fleet as if it were a common Meal, and 
are guilty of profaning a ſaered/ reli. 
gious Inſtitution of divine Appointment. 
When the Apoſtle Pau in the place 
already ed, (1 Cor. xi. 23. &c.) 
reproves the Corinthians for certain A- 
buſes which had crept in among them 
Fe in the Adminiſtration of the Lord's 
2 Ae b in order to rectify theſe A 
huſes, he lays before them a plain and 
true Account of the Inſtitution itſelf, 
and of dhe End and Deſign of it, as he 


had 


N 


"© 14 ) ; | 


had received it from the Lord, who 


had communicated. the whole Goſpel 


to him by Revelation; after which he 


adds this Advice, But let a Man cas 1 
mine himſelf, and fo let him eat of that 
Bread, and drink of that Cup. Soxour _ 


Tranſlators have rendered the Words, 


which would have been better tranſla- 
ted in this manner, But let a Man prove 


himſelf; and Tavus, that is, according 
to what l have now told you is the De- 
ſign of this Inſtitution, thus let him eat 
of the Bread, and drink of the Cup. As 
if he had faid, I have given you an 
Account of this Inſtitution as I received 
it from the Lord, and of the chief and 


principal End' for which he appointed 


it, by that let every one examine and 
try himſelf, his Temper of Mind, his 
Mikes and Intentions, his Carriage and 


Conduct, and thus, according to the 
End and Deſign of the Inſtitution, as a 


Memorial of the Death of Chriſt, and 


a Token of Communion with. him, 


and with the whole Chriſtian Church, 


let bim eat 4 Fe Bread, and drink of. the 


Cape 


1 


There 


7 15 1 
There! is no Reaſon to ſuppoſe that 


7 Apoſtle by this Direction intended 


e 


to bind Chriſtians to enter into a par- 


ticular Examination of the whole paſt 
Fel Courſe of their Lives. every Time that 
F they deſign to partake of the Lord's 


Supper, this indeed is an uſeful Exer- 


cle, and very proper to be obſerved 
: ſometimes, on ſome ſpecial Occaſions, 


and for ſome: Perſons; but it does. not 


ſeem to be, neceſſary for all Chriſtians 


every Time they may have an Intenti- 


on to join with their Brethren in cele- 


brating the Memory of their Saviour's 


Paſſion by this Inſtitution; there is 
nothing in this Dit courſe of the Apol- 


tle, or the Occaſion. upon which he 
gave theſe Directions to the Corinthian 


Church concerning the Lord's Supper, 


to lead us to underſtand his Words in 


that Senſe; nor is ſuch a particular Ex- 


amination neceflary every Time that a 


ſerious well diſpoſed Chriſtian, would 


chuſe to receive the Communion ; tho' 
it 1s proper here to be LS at", that 
frequent Self-examination is a very uſe- 


ful and important Duty, for it ſerves to 


ſhew us, or bring to mind, what is or 


has 


| ( < 16 * 5 
50 bern amiſs, and cdl to be cor- 
rected, in our Temper or Conduct; it 
helps us to know ourſelves, what 
Manner of - Perſons we are, and what 
is our true and real Character, and this 
will diſpoſe us to Modeſty and Humili- 
ty; it will make us ſenſible what need 
we have of God's Grace and Forgive- 
neſs, and the Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit; it will diſpoſe us alſo to the Ex- 
erciſe of Charity, Forbearance, and 


Forgiveneſs towards others; and give 
us Occaſion of Praiſe and Thankſgiv- 


ing to God for his ſparing Mercies, and 


his gracious Promiſes of Acceptance 
upon the moſt reaſonable and condeſ- 
cending Terms: beſide many other 
Advantages which cannot be mention- 
ed or inſiſted on at preſent *. 5 
But the Examination which the A- 
poſtle recommends, as previouſly ne- 
_ ceflary to the Lord's Supper, ſo far as 
may be judged from the Context, 
ſeems to be this; that any Chriſtian 
intending to go to the Lord 8 Ta- N 


* Seb the Diſcourſe on Scl-cxamination at 
the End. 5 


[ 


0 =) 


blew ſhould, in Order to partake of that 
Ordinance in a religious Manner; and 
ſo as to profit by it, and not incur the 


Guilt of  profaning a ſacred and ſolemn 


Inſtitution of Religion appointed by- 


Chriſt himſelf; he ſhould (I fay) ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the End and Deſign for 
which it was appointed, and reflect 


| whether the Temper of his Mind, and 


Frameof his Spirit, beſuchas is fuitable 

to that End, and having, upon ſuch 
ſerious Reſſeckian; found that it is ſo; 
let him accordingly, with a View to 
that End, and with Meditations and 
Affections ſuitable to it, cat of the 
Breads and drink of the Cup. 


We. ſhould therefore before we go 


to the Lord's Table, reflect a mite 
and think with ourſelves, what is it we 


are going about? what are we going to 


do are we only going to eat and drink 
qs at a common Meal for the Refreſh- 
ment and Support of our Bodies? No, 
this is not the Deſign of the Inſtituti- 
on; we have Houſes to eat and drink 
in for that End, and are not called to 
aſſemble together in the Church for 
our common Meals; but we are go 
198 B 25 — 8 
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« 18 oy 
ing to celebrate a religious Rite ap- 
pointed by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a 
Memorial of his dying Love, and a 
puhlick Acknowledgment of our be- 
ing his Diſciples, who have Commu- 
nion and Fellowſhip with him, and 
with all our Chriſtian Brethren, and 
who purpoſe, by the Help of his 
Grace, to pleaſe and obey him in all 
Things, and to walk in his PE mit. -- 
the Days of our Lives. 
It becomes us then to enquire again, 
whether we feel in our Minds a juſt 
Senſe of the Advantages we enjoy by 
the Goſpel Revelation, and a thankful 
Remembrance of what our bleſſed Sa- 
viour hath done and ſuffered for: us, © _ 
deliver us from the Power and Domi 
nion of Sin, and the Miſeries conſes 
quent upon it? Whether we do rea, 
approve of the Terms of that Covenaſſt 
Which he hath ſealed with his Blood, 
and heartily conſent to them? And art 
truly willing to forſake all Sin, all Im 
piety, all Vice, Wickedneſs and Im 
' morality, and to conform ourſelves 
our Hearts and Lives to the Laws of 
Godlineſs, 4 * and 
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—— as being moſt excellent in 
themſelves; and naturally conducive 
to promote the proper Perfection and 
true Happineſs of our Nature? And 
whether we have a ſincere Love to all 
our Chriſtian Brethren, and a Com- 


munion in Heart and Affection with . 


all the Saints and Houſhold of God? 
If this be truly and indeed the Temper 
and Diſpoſition of our Minds, and the 
Frame of our Hearts towards God, to- 
wards Jeſus Chriſt his Son, towards all. 
our Fellow Chriſtians, e's towards true 
Religion, Goodneſs and Virtue, we are 
ſuitably diſpoſed, and duly prepared to 
go to the Lord's Table: Let every one 
. - therefore try himſelf by this Teſt, and 
having found his Heart to correſpond 
to it, let him, according to the Ends 
for which this ſacred Feaſt was appoint- 
ed; and with a ſerious View to them, 


JY "#eat of the Bread, and drink of the Cup; 


1 humbly hoping for God's Bleſſing upon 
him in his religious Attendance upon 
| this Ordinance; and for his favourable 


Acceptance of him in this Action, done 

in Obedience to the Command of his 

dying Lord, to ſhew forth his Death | 
till he come. 


'Þ> - When 
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When a Perſon has previous Warn- 


ing that the Communion is to be ad- 
miniſtered in the Church to which he 


belongs, it will be very proper to add 


to his daily private Devotions, ſome 


Addreſſes to his Maker, with a pecu- 
liar Reference to that Ordinance, ſome 


convenient Time before; to re 1 
Purpoſe he may uſe the following 
Prayer extracted from the late Rev'd 


Mr. Henry Grove of 7 aunton, at any 
Time before he goes to the Commus- - 


nion, or ſome other to 4 ſame Effect. 


4 P R AYE R in rde before the 


 CoMMUNION. | 83 oy” 


Thou infinite and eternal 0 . 
the holy, bleſſed and glorious God, 


the Creator, Preſerver, and Governor of 


the whole World, and our kind and 
bountiful Be cder: FE adore thee, as 


the only living and true God, the God 
and Father of our Lord Yeſus Chriſt, 
and in him the Father of Mercies, and 
the God of all Conſolation: Vouch- 


ſafe, I beſeech thee, with an Eye of 


Favour and * to look upon 


. 


— 


. 21 195 1 
ſinful e now before thee, ads 
miring and adoring thy diſtinguiſhing - 
and moſt undeſerved Goodneſs to the 
Children of Men, and to me in parti- 
cular, which I acknowledge to have 
been ſuch as beyond Meaſure to en- 
hance and aggravate my Offences a- 
Saint thy divine Majeſt. 
With what Sincerity, O Han Shen 
deſireſt the Converſion of Sinners, the 
Proſperity of thy Saints, and the Hap- . 
pineſs of all who are upright in Heart, 
thou haſt abundantly diſcovered in the 
Incarnation and Death of thy well be- 
loved Son, our moſt worthy Mediator 
and Advocate, Jeſus Chriſt the Righte- 
ous; and in the rich Variety of Means 
which thou haſt kindly provided for 
the Healing of the manifold Diſorders 
which, in the preſent imperfect State 
of human Nature, we are lyable to, 
and for our continual Progreſs towards 
Perfection: As for all theſe I bleſs and 
praiſe thy. Goodneſs and Wiſdom, ſo, 
in a particular Manner, for the Inſti- 
tution of the holy Supper, which be- 
ing enjoined by the Authority of my _ 
bleſſed Saviour, and being his Name, 
as 


15 22 BY. 
as it was appointed in Honour of his 
Memory, I deſire ever to value and 
eſteem, as an uſeful Means of preſer- 
ving and cheriſhing the ſpiritual Life, 
and engaging the Heart to a ſincere 
Obedience to the Laws, of the Goſpel, 
and a conſtant Progrels 1 in all Holineſs 
and Virtue. 7 
Being not only iba but f „ 
to attend this ſacred Feaſt, I do joyful- 
ly accept the Invitation, humbly truſt- 
ing that thro' thy Grace, Iam in ſome 
Meaſure meet to partake of it; and 
praying that what is farther wanting 
in Order to my Receiving with great- 
er Advantage and Acceptance, may be 
graciouſly ſupply d by the Aid of thy 
Holy 1 
O may ] obtain the Pardon of all my 
paſt Offences thro' Feſus Chriſt, and 


upon the Terms of his Goſpel, which 
I cannot but in my Conſcience approve | 


of, and to which I give my ſincere and 
hearty Conſent: O may thy bleſſed 
Spirit, whoſe Aſſiſtance thou haſt pro- 
miſed to thoſe who aſk it, be always 
| preſent with me, to enlighten my 
Mind, and ſandtify my Affections more 
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and more; to ſtrengthen and ſecure 
me againſt the various Temptations to 
which I am expos'd, and to lead me on 
in the Paths of Righteouſneſs: Give 
me Underſtanding in all thy Precepts; 
and help me rightly to diſcern the 
Meaning, and truly anſwer the Ends 
of that holy Ordinance for which Iam 
preparing; and may Love to God, and 
to Mankind, and Love to Goodneſs 
and Virtue, be the ruling Principle in 
my Heart, and give Law to all my 
Paſſions and Aﬀedtions my Words and 
Actions. 2: 
rant 0 Lord, that 1 may appickch. | 
thy holy Table with a deep Senſe of 
my own Meanneſs, Unworthineſs, and 
Guilt, and with the moſt exalted Ap- 
| PORNO of thy Holineſs and Mer- 
ey, both which thou haſt ſo wonder- 
Folly diſplay'd in the Method of our 
Redemption by Je Chri/t; that I may 
receive the Memorials of his bloody 
Paſſion, and of thy forgiving Love thro' 
him, with a lively Faith, an humble 
and well grounded Hope, an unfeigned 
Gratitude, and an unſpeakable Joy; and 
may | ſo feel the attr active Influence of 


his 


«EN Tat. iS 
bis Example, the Efficacy of his Death, Y 
and the Power of his Reſurrection, 
that my Soul may be transformed into 
Love, that it may be filled with Kind- 
neſs and Charity to Men, and with an 
ardent, but prudent Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of God and Religion; that I may 
more and more die to Sin, and live to 
Righteouſneſs; that I may be able to 
tread on all the Power of the Enemy, 
to overcome all Temptations, to deny 
myſelf, to deſpiſe the Blandiſhments of 
the World, to have my Converſation in 
Heaven, and finally, after having loved, 
and followed, and ſerved my Saviour 
without ſeeing him, I may, according, 
to his own Prayer, be with him whete 
he is, to behold his Glory, and to join 
with all the heavenly Inhabitants, in a- 
m Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glo- 
and Power, unto him who ſitteth 
on the Throne, and to the Lamb, for 
ever and ever. e. 


When you are en engaged! in the "IRE, 
Service for which you have been pre- 
paring, and while you, and the Reſt of 
the Congregation, are partaking of the 
Prone and Wine, let your Mind' be 


. 


(25) = 
employed i in-fiitable Meditations, ac- 
company d with ſhort Ejaculations of 
Prayers and eee 1 G5 
Now the proper Subjects of your 
Meditation at this Time, are, the Ends 
for which this Action was inſtituted 
and appointed, namely, to be a Me- 
| morial, or a religious thankful Com- 
memoration of the Sufferings and Death 
of our dear Redeemer, and a Token 
or Teſtimony of our Communion and 
Fellowſhip with him, and with all our 
Chriſtian Brethren; an open public 
Acknowledgment that we are his Difſ- 
ciples, who heartily conſent to the 
Terms of Acceptance laid down in his 
Goſpel, and are truly willing to ſub- 
mit to his juſt and gentle Government, 
and to: be ruled by his wiſe and righte- 
_ ous Laws: Let theſe Ends regulate and 
lead your Thoughts, and let every one 
ſay in his own Mind, when he is 
eating of the Bread, and drinking of the . 
Cup, and during the whole Service, | 
thus, or to this Effect. 5 
As I am ſeriouſly convinced of the 


Truth of the Chriſtian Revelation, and 


ſenſible of the great Advantages I en- 
"ho Joy 
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F 
joy thereby i in Order to the Afﬀtaintnent- 


of true: Happineſs in the Favour of God, 


and the Perfection of my own Nature; 
ſo I believe in particular that Jas 


Chriſt came into the World, as a Teach- 
er ſent from God; and after he had 
fulfilled his Miniſtry upon Earth, and 


finiſhed the Work which God ſent 


him to do, he gave himſelf up to the 


Death for us all, to confirm the divine 
Covenant with us, and reconcile us 


unto God. I now call to my Remem- 


brance all that he ſuffered from the 
Hands of wicked and ungodly Men, 


the Injuries that were done to him, 


the unjuſt Reproaches that were caſt 
upon him, the ungrateful and unwor- 


thy Treatment that he met with, the 


cruel and ignominious Death he was. 
put to, tho he was perfectly innocent 
and righteous; he was holy, harmleſs, 

undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners, and 


had gone about doin g good both to the 


Souls and Bodies of Men: I remember 


alſo with what Meekneſs and Patience, 
vVhat Submiſſion and Reſignation to the 


Will of God, what Truſt and Confi- 
dence in him ; and with what Conſtan- 


- 0 27 50 | 

cy and Firmneſs of Mind, with. wihar' | 

Charity and Forgiveneſs, he bore all 

the Evils that were laid upon him, and 

all the Inſults, Abuſes, and Injuries 
which he received frown the Hands of 

| his ungrateful and mercileſs Enemies. 


But I conſider him as having come 


into our World that he might thus 
bear Witneſs to the Fruth, and ſeal it 
with his Blood; and therefore was it 
that he voluntarily y ielded himſelf up 
into the Hands of "his Enemies, and 
patiently bore all theſe cruel Effects of 
their Rage and Malice. Heu wound" 
ed for our T. ranſgreſſons, he was bruiſed 
for our Iniquities, the Chaſtiſement of our 
Peace was upon him, and with his Stripes 
are we healed; the Lord laid on him the 

Iniquity of us all; it pleaſed the Lord ts 
bruiſe him, and put him to Death : and 

he readily acquieſced, he willingly made 
his Soul an | Offering for Sin; and thus 
was he cut off: to iris the Covenant 
aoith many; and thoſe Things which God 
before had ſhewed by the Mouth of all bis 
P Tos , that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, hath 
he ſo fulfilled. And I do humbly re- 
verence and adore that wiſe and myſte- 


CT rious 
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| rious Providence that broug nt fo much, : 
good out of ſo great an Evil; and I do, 
from my Heart deteſt. and abhor all, 
Sin and Iniquity which Chriſt my bleſ- 2 
ſed” Maſter fo much deteſted, 220 for 
which he willingly fell a Sacr ifice; and; 
T will fincerely. endeavour, by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of divine Grace, to crucify the 
Fleſh with it's Affections and Luſts, and. 
deto fin, even as He, my gracious Re- GS 
deemer, was crucify'd and dyed for it; 
and in all the Troubles, Adverſities, 
and Afflictions, which I may meet with T2. 
in this uncertain World; or whatever. 
Trials and Perſecutions I may be called 
to undergo on Account of Religion 
and a good Conſcience; I will Pra to 
imitate thoſe Virtues that ſhone. fortn 
fo conſpicuouſly 1 in him, under all his 
great and grievous Sufferings, and dur- 
ing the whole Time of his Trial, Con- 5 
demnation and Crucifixion. 5 
And now that I am thinking on = 
that Flood of Sorrows that came upon. 
him; that melancholly Scene of Suf- 
ferings which he paſſed. thro for the 
good of Mankind; 7 that Zeal for 
vo and pure Religion that. Love 15 
| t e 


the Sodls k. Men- oy Regard for: 

their true and everlaſting Happineſs, 
which were the great Motives of this 
Undertaking ; I lift up my Heart with 
, joyful Praiſes, and 1 9 Acknow- 


1 ledgments to the God and Father of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſo loved the 
World, that he gave his only begotten Son; 
that abe ge er ſhould believe on him, _ 
obey his Laws, might not periſh, but 
| have everlaſting | Life ; who'(þ ared not 
: even his own Son, Hut gave 2 1 7 dhe 


947 Admie the Height Pac Depth, _ 
Length, and Breadth of the Love of Chriſt, 
which paſſeth Knowledge that appeared in 
this whole Tranſaction; that he who 
was the Brightneſs of the Fathers Glory, 
and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, who 
was in the Form of God, and had Glory 
with the Father before the World was, 
_ ſhould for us Men, and for our Salva- 
tion, come down from Heaven, empty 
himſelf; take upon him the Form of a Ser- 
vant, and Faſhion of a Man, and ſhould 


humble himſelf ſo far as to become obedi- 


ent unto Death, even the Death of the 
0 4 . Croſs; 


. 

8 Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul; let all that is 
within me bleſs his "holy Name; 5 bleſs the 
Lord, O my Soul, 5274 forget not all bis 
Benefits, who forgroeth all thine Tuiqui- 
ties, and healeth all thy Diſeaſes ; who re- 
- deemeth thy Life from Def rudfion, and 

crowneth thee with tender Mercies, and lov- 
ing Kindneſſes. What ſhallI render to the 

Lord for all his Benefits? I will take the 
Cup of” Salvation, and call upon the Name 
of the Lord. I love that bleſſed Re- 
| deemer, and will honeſtly endeavour 
o live to bim, who died for us, and roſe 
again. Worthy is the Lamb that was 
Hain to receive Riches, and Power, and - 
Wiſdom, and Strength, and Honour, and 
Glory, Bleſſmg : for he bath redeemed us 
from our Sins with his moſt precious Blood, 
and made us Kings and Priefts unto. God 
even the Father : Bleſing, and Honour, 
and Glory, and Power, be to him who At- 
teth on the 7. brone, and to the Lamb for 
ever. 
1 peinber likewiſe that this bleſ- 
6 ſed Saviour whoſe Death I am comme- 
morating was the Mediator of the new 
Covenant, and ſhed his Blood as the 
Seal and Confirmation of it; and do 
now, 


(7D) 
now, over the Memorials of his Body 
-and Blood, publickly acknowledge that 
I am one of his Diſciples,. and a Wil- 
ling Subject of his Kingdom; I aim 
fully ſenfible that bis Yokets eaſy, and N 
Ae ene is Ligbr, and my Conſcience ap- 
proves the Terms of his Goſpel e as moſt 
wiſe and reaſonable, moſt gracious and 
merciful and condeſcending, and 1 
conſent to them with all my Heart. 
I do now profeſs my Communion 
F r Fellowſhip with Him, and am ſted- 
faſtly ee by the Help of his 
3 to continue his faithful Diſci- 
ple, and to perſevere inflexibly in tlie 
Profeſſion ws his Religion, and the O- 
bedience of his Holy Laws, all the 
Days of my Life. FS. tho' now T fee 
him nat, yet I firmly believe in him, I 
love him in Sincerity, and I do heartily _} 
rejoice in him, and in what he has done 
and accompliſh'd for poor Sinners, and | 
in the Hopes of that immortal Happi- 
neſs which he has prepared for the 
de in his Natal e 
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y renounce all Communi- 


cation with the unfraitful, Works of Dark- 
ne, and denying all Ungodlineſs and 
worldly. Lufts, will carefully endeayour, 


thro” his gracious Aſſiſtance, to hive ſo- 


* 


berly, .righteouſly, and godily in this pre- 


preſent World: I truly repent of all my | 
pal Tranſgreſſions, and condemn my- 


ſelf for them, and wherein I have of- 


fended and done Iniquity, Jam fully 
purpoſed, with the Help of God, to 


do ſo no more, but will ſtudy to form 


the Temper of my Mind, and order 


the Tenour of my Converſation in the 
Morld, as becomes the Dignity of 


my. rational and moral Nature, and 


85 that pure and holy Goſpel \ WORE 1 pro 


fels to believe. 
I do now in the moſt Lick man- 
ner, and with the greateſt Seriouſneſs 


and Sincerity ratify and confirm my 
baptiſmal Covenant and Dedication; I 


yield myſelf unto God, and devote 


myſelf to his Service, and to the Obe- ; 


dieses of his holy Laws: O Lord, 1 
here acknowledge myſelf thy Crea- 
ture, and thy Servant, a Subject of thy 


” moral Kingdom, and a Diſciple of 


thy 


( 8. | 
* thy Son Yoſus Chriſt ; andi as ſuch gb- 
iged by all the ſtricteſt Tyes of Du- 
* ty y, Gratitude, and TE ſincere- 
to ſearch out and perform thy 
Wil. and never wilfully to offend, bh 
Ts thy holy Laws; I preſent my- 
a= myſelf unto thee, with all the 
Powers of my Mind, and Members 0 
my Body, as an holy, living, and accep- 
ble Sacrifice, which is the reaſonable 
Service thou requireſt of us, moſt ſuita- 
ple to thy Nature, and agreeable. to t 
Will: I love thee, O Lord my God, 
with all my Heart, and Soul, and 
Strength and Mind, and pray that by 
the Help of thy Grace, ? may be ena- 
bled to R_ the Sincerity of my Love 
by keeping thy Commandments: 57 
love my Neighbour, as myſelf, and 
will always endeavour to do to others, 
what I would judge to be juſt and rea- 
ſonable, if done to myſelf i in the like 
Caſe and Circumſtances; ; and. I. will 
ſtudy, as far as I can, to do juſtly to . 
all Menz to loye and exerciſe Mercy 4 
and Humanity, as there is Occaſion; 1 
to walk humbly with thee my God; 
Wc to be uſeful 1 in the World, accord- 


ing 
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ing to the Abilities thou haſt given | 
me, and the Stationwherein thou haſt 
placed me, and faithful in perform- 
ing the Duties of my Station, and 
of the ſeveral Relations I ſtand in to 
C 
It is alſo my Purpoſe and Reſolution, 
with an humble Dependence on the 
divine Aid; to maintain a Rule over 
my oven Spirit, and to keep my Mind 
and Affections, my Thoughts, Deſires 
and Imaginations, my ſenſual Appe- 
* Here the Communicant may reflect and call 
to mind the various Relations he bears to others, 
with the Duties belonging to them, and engage 
himſelf to the faithful Performance of them: 
Here alſo. he may conſider the Trade, Buſi- 
neſs, or Employment he is called to by divine 
Providence, and reſolve to be faithful and uſeful 
in it: And if he be called to ſerve his Country in 
any Office, civil or military, he may form Pur- 
poſes in his Mind, to diſcharge the Duties of his 
Office with all Care, Diligence, and Fidelity: 
And thus a good uſe may be made of one of our 
Laws, which has no good Tendency, and has 
been often abuſed to bad Purpoſes; having in 
many Inſtances been the Occaſion of profaning 
this Inſtitution and expoſing it to the Contempt 
and Ridicule of Scepticks and Unbeliever s. 


„ „ 


n 
tites, and all my animal Paſſions, un- 
der a proper Command and Diſcipline, 
that ſo 1 may be always Maſter of my- 
ſelf, may enjoy the clear and undiſturb- 
ed Exerciſe of my rational and moral 
Powers, and be in a fit Temper and 
Diſpoſition to go about any Part of my 
Duty to God or Man, and perform 
any Act of religious Worſhip, or any 
Office of Virtue and Humanity that 1 
may be called to, or have a proper Op- 


portunity of doing: And I wilt like | 


wiſe take heed to my Words that I of- 
fend not with my Tongue, thatT ſpeak 
not any Thing ſinfully, or unadviſed- 
ly with my Lips; but that my Speech 
may be always ſuch as becomes my 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, uſeful and im- 
proving, or, at leaſt, harmleſs, inno- 
- cent, and inoffenſive. 

But I remember alſo that 1 am A 
Member of the Church of Chriſt, 
founded in Love and Benevolence; 


that as I am united to Je Chrifh, » 


by Faith and Holineſs, ſo I ought to 
be united to his Church by a ſincere 
and fervent Charity: I do accordingly . 

Publickly declare that I entertain in my 
Rent 
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| Heart: a true and cordial „1978 0 n 
my Chriſtian Brethren, and am in Uni- 
on and Fellowſhip with: all the Saints, 
with all W are © of- the. a wid, of 


** out nw a pure „ Thikrr" 12 fin- 
cerely and willingly forgive: all who 
have offended or injured me, and have 
no Hatred, Malice, or Revenge i in my 
Heart againſt any of my Neighboufs 


or Brethren; and if, in any Inſtance, * 


I have injured or offended any others, 
1 am willing to be reconciled ; willing 
to give them all reaſonable Satisfaction, 
and make them all juſt and equitable 
Reparation, as far as lies in my Power. 
And, if I know my own Heart, 1 
deteſt all impoſing, dividing, and per- 
ſecuting Principles and Practices; and 
am diſpoſed to bear with, and forbear 
others, in Love, to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, and to 
hold Communion in the Worſhip of 
God with all who make a credible pro- 
n of Chriſtianity, _ the Goſ- 
pel 


pel Terms of 'Communiion; as God 
offereth Opportunity: I do not by this 

Action enliſt myſelf in any Party, but 
a only in general profeſs myſelf a Chriſ- 
2 tian and declare my Reſolution to pur-! 
ſue with Steadineſs and Conſtancy, 


ppt which i is the great Deſign of the 
ol, and ef it's Inſtitutions, namely 


Mme Incere Practice of Piety and Virtue. 
As an important Branch of the 
Communion of Saints, I do alſo ſym: . 
thize with all who are in Diſtreſs or 
Miſery of any Kind; I pity the Poor 
and Needy, and thoſe who have nene 
to help them; I commend all ſuch to 
the Care and Protection, to the Patro- 
nage and Guardianſhip of the divine 
Providence; and am willing myſelf to 
| help. l contribute to their Sup L 
Port, Eaſe, and Relief, as faras Iam able, 
and I am diſpoſed to bear with the 25 1 
firmities of "pang and put the moſt” 
© favourable Conſtruction on their Words 
and Actions lyable. to an Which 
they will admit of. Ache fs. 
All theſe Things I 2s why and ſin" 
cerely profeſs, any will carefully na 45 
vour to obſerve d perform by the 


Aſſiſt- 


ance- of the 505 . kh God; 
by the Mouth of our Saviour, hath 
graciouſly promiſed to thoſe who aſk it 
from him by fervent Prayer and r 
Plication, and are willing to concur 
with his wiſe and kind Operations on 
their Minds. "ht 4 
When the whole Service i 18 over, ar.” * 
after you are gone Home, or in tile 
Evening of that Day. or any conveni- 
ent Time after, retire by yourſelf, and 
refle& on what you have been about i in * 
ſome ſuch Meditations as theſ. 
I have now in a ſolemn Manner 
avouched the Lord to be my 60d, my 
Ruler and Governor, my chief Good 
and Happineſs; and myſelf to be his 
Servant and a Subject of his moral 
Kingdom, and faithfully to keep all -_ | 
his Commandments, and walk in his 
Ways; I have devoted myſelf to the 7 "Rl 
Service and Obedience of the living # N 
and true God, and engaged myſelf to CE 
live and act as becomes a Diſciple and 
Follower of his beloved Son SR * 
Cybriſt my Lord; and to maintain and 
exerciſe brotherly Love and Affection 
Wande all my Fellow and 
e 


— 


Charity to all Nen n: When T rele, 
J cannot but approve of what 1 have 
done, and do not repent of the Choice 1 

have made; and therefore what T have 

vowed and ſvorn, J will ſincerely en- - 
deavour to perform, even to keep God's 
righteous Judgments'; and may he 
graciouſly vouchſafe me the Aſſiſtance 
and Conduct of his holy Spirit to ena- 
ble me ſo to do, that I may abide in 
Chriſt, and walk even as he walked, 
and that obeying from the Heart 
the 8 and Precepts he hath 

6 taught | and having the fame. 
Mind in me nothin was in him, and walk- 
ing in Love, even as he loved us, and 
gave himſelt for us, a Sacrifice and an 
Offering unto God of a ſweet ſmelling 
Savour, I may at length finiſh the 
Courſe of my Pilgrimage in this World 
with Peace and Joy, and be admitted 
to partake of that Glory. and Happi- 


_ neſs which he hath e for the 
Faithful, : 


* FX We 


And then Addreſs robe 8 to God 


in 2 this or the like Prayer. oy 


x: 


0 42 . i 
een cache may their Con- 

ſolations abound; may the Multitude 
of them that believe be of one Heart, 
and of one Soul; and may the Churcli 
of Chriſt appear tobe the School where 
immortal Souls are trained up for the 

more perſect Worihip and the prerlaſt- 
ing Felicity of the heavenly World. 
| Grant, O Lord, that I may not re- 
ceive thy Grace in vain, that it may 
not be in vain that I have been ſo ful- 
ly taught the Way of the Lord, have 
had both external and. internal Afliſt- : 
- ances, and every Sort of Encourage- 
ment to abound in all the Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs and Truth, 
to thy Glory and Praiſe: Forgive, O : 

merciful Father, the many unſuitable 
Returns I have made to thee for thy 
great Goodneſs towards me, the num- 
berleſs Obligations thou haſt laid me 
under, and the repeated Engagements 
I have taken upon myſelf: O forgive 
the Coldneſs of my Love, my Sloth 
and Inactivity, the ſmall Proficiency 
J have made in the Virtues of the 
Chriſtian Life, with the Advantage of 
ſo e a Rule, ſo perfect an Ex- 
: i _- -ample, 


ample ſo free an Acceſs tothe Throne of 
Grace, ſuch powerful Aids, and the 
Proſpect of fo glorious a Reward. 
0 may the Conſideration of thy 
Readineſs to pardon, fill me with an 
ingenuous Hatred and Deteſtationof all 
Sin; that my Abhorrence of Sin, and 
Care to avoid it, and all Occaſions of 
it, or Temptations to it, for the Fu- 
ture, may be a ſatisfying Proof that al! 
my Sins are forgiven me, thro the Re- 
demption that is in Chriſt, whoſe 
Death I have been commemorating and 
ſnewing forth in his Supper. And 
may the God of Peace, who brought 
again from the dead, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; the great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
thro the Blood of the everlaſting Co- 
venant, make me perfect in every good 
Work, to do his Will, working in me 
that which is pleaſing in his Sight, and 
fulfilling in me all the good Pleaſure of 
his Goodneſs, and the Work of Faith 
why Power © +751 Cr 
Help me to carry in Mind the De- 
ſign of one Duty to diſpoſe me for 
another, and of all the inſtrumental 
Duties of Religion, to beget and 
„ V L“) 
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and Babies of - 'Goodnelts in my Soul, 
by which it will be more and more 
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3 0 444) | | 
rengthen thoſe excellent Princi 


on nd forthe Life of Heaven: By Faith 
may I be able to ſee him who is invi- 
ſible, and always to walk as in his 
Preſence; and may I be more and more 


affected and influenced by the Con- 


tem plat ion of an abſent Saviour, in eve- 
"oy View of him 
While I meditate on the: bleſſed Te 


fas; enduring the Contradiction of Sin- 


ners, and humbling g himſelf unto Death, 


even the Dearh of the Croſs, may I be 
inſtructed what to expect in tlie pre- 
ſent Life, and after what Manner to 


behave under all tlie Sufferings and Af- 


flictions of it; and may ariſen and ex- 


alted Saviour elevate my Heart above 
all the Vanities of this tranſitory State 
of Things, to that happy World, 


whither He, my Lord, and the Fore- 
runner of all the Faithtul is gone ; that 
I may know him and the Power 9 
his Reſurrection, and count all Things 
der ge for che eee of the 


Know- 


cnowledge of Jeſus Gbrift, for- whoſe: 
Sake, may I be willing to ſuffer: the 
Loſs of all Things, ſhould I be called 
to it, not counting my Life dear to me, 
ſo I may finiſh my Courſe with Joy. 
Give me, O Lord, to feel more fg 
the mighty Power of thy Grace, con- 
curring with the Goſpel of thy Son, to 
mortiſy every inordinate Deſire, to 
confirm every good Purpoſe, to puriſy 
and regulate my Affections, and to 
change my whole Soul more and more 
into à divine Image and Likeneſs; by 
that Grace let me be enabled to over- 
come all Temptations to Sin, and to 
keep a Conſcience void of Offence both 
towards God and Man: Let my Love 
to thee be ſuperlative, and tho Ican- 
not expect it ſnould ever be equal to 
thy Excellencies and Beneſits, yet may 
it bear ſome Proportion to my Pou ers 
and Capacities, that I may love theę 
with all my Heart and Soul, and 
Strength and Mind; that my Devoti- 
on may be ſincere and fervent, my 
Reſignation willing and entire, and 
my Obedience univerſal and chearful, 
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mility, and every Thing that is love- 


6% 


" ables and uniform, Fanny incest. 


wg and going on to Perfection. 
May I be juſt and charitable to- 
wards Men, kindly affectioned, — 


to do good and communicate, as I have 
Power and Opportunity, behaving my- 
ſelf towards all with a mild, peaceable 
and Chriſtian Spirit: And with Reſpect 


to myſelf, may I be ſober minded, poor 


in Spirit, and pure in Heart; and tio 
I cannot expect to be free from all 


mental Irregularities, yet may I be 
daily gaining Ground upon them, al- 
ways oppoſing every Inclination that 
is contrary to my Duty, or tends to 
retard my Progreſs in Virtue; may 1 
ſtudy to have my Converſation with- 


out Covetouſneſs, or any anxious Cares 


about the World, and be content with 
ſuch Things as T have, and may I learn 


to deny myſelf, and to be erg ee 


in all Things. 
Help me to bridle m y Tongue, and 


take heed to my Words, that I may 
never ſpeak any Thing ſinfully or un- 


adviſedly with my Lips, and may I be 
an Example of Patience, Meekneſs, Hu- 


vel 


<6 a7) 
-ly,. virtuous, * Praiſe | worthy; chas 


I may come behind in no good thing, 3 


looking for the Mercy of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal Life: that fo, 
when ſhall have done the Work which 
thou haſt given me to do, and ſuffer- 

ed all that thou haſt thought meet for 


the Trial of my Faith, and Hope, and 


Submiſſion to thy Will, J may finally 


5 | inherit the Promiſes. which thou haſt 


made to us in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 
and Saviour. m Amen. ark 


'To which le may — the e 
ſhort Prayer from the late Rev'd Wor- 
thy and eue Dogor a wr of 
Norwich. 916 5 


0 God, our 3 Father, w a 

haſt purchaſed to thyſelt an uni- 
verſal Pe er with the precious Blood 
of thy dear Son! mercifully look up- 
on the ſame, ſanctity and rule it with 

thy holy Spirit; unite the Hearts of 
all Chriſtians in true Religion and 
brotherly Love; reſcue the Religion 
of Chriſt and the Lives of Chriſtians 
from thoſe Corruptions, Which Ta 


| (48). 5 
been any where introduced, by Length 
of Time, Decay of Piety, and. by he 
Deſigns of wicked and unreaſonable 
Men, takeaway all Offences and Scan- 
dals, Diviſions and Diſſentions, Ty- 
ranny and Uſurpation over the Minds . 
and Conſciences of Men; and reſtore 
Piety and Virtue, Peace and Charity, 
and let the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt run and be glority'd. Amen. 
So come Lord Teſus. This | 
_ . Glory be to God on high, in Farth 
Peace, and Good-will amongſt Men. 
May all Envy, and Malice, and Un- 
e ceaſe among thoſe who 
call upon the Name of our Lord Jeſus; 
and may the Peace of God rule in their 
Hearts, to which they are called 1 1n one 
Bod 
Bled! ing, Honour, and Glory bs un- 
to God, thro Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
redeemed by his Blood Men of all 
Nations from Sin and Miſery: And 
may our ſincere Celebration of God =... 
bim, here on Earth, be compleated in 
_ higheſt Tranſports of Thankſgiv- 
ing, Praiſe and Adoration, in Eeaven, 


for ever and ever. Amen. 8 
4 Poſt- 
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resrecnirk. 


of SeLr-ExAMINATION.) | 


I T was tiered in Pages 185 T5; of 

of the preceding Explanation of the” 
End: and Belger. of the Lord's Supper, 
that when St. Faul exhorts the Corin- 
thians to examine themſelves, and ſo 

to eat of the Bread and drink of the 
Cup, according to the Deſigu of that 
Inſtitution, there is no Reaſon to ſup- 
poſe that he intended to bind Chriſti- 
ans ta enter into a particular Exami- 
nation of the whole paſt Courſe of their 

Lives every Time that they deſign to 
partake of the Lord's Supper; that'yet 
it would be vgry uſeful, and conſequent- 
ly very fit and proper to do it ſome- 
times; it is therefore propoſed toſpend 
a few Pages in explaining a little the 
Duty of Self- examination, which ſhall _ 
be done under the following Heads. 
1ſt. We ſhall ſhew what is the Rule b 7 
which we ſhould examine ourſelves. 

5 2d. What 
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2d. What are the. ſeveral Particulars 
concerning which we ſhould make In- 
quiry. 34. In what Manner ſhould 
this Inquiry be made. 4th. Whatare 


the proper Seaſons of doing it, and 
then conclude with repreſenting i 1 


few Words the Advantages of ſrequent | 


Self- examination. 


f. As to the firſt of theſe, namely, "I 
the Rule by which we ſhould examine 
ourſelves, chat is, and can be no other 


than, the Laws of God, our ſupreme 
Governor and Judge, whether made 
known to us by the Light of Nature, 


or by ſupernatural Revelation, both 
Which are contained in the Books of 
holy Scripture, and particularly in 
thoſe of the new Teſtament, where- 


in the Whole of our Duty as Chriſtians 


is clearly and plainly laid before us, to- 


: gether with the moſt powerful Motives 


to excite us to the Performance of it. 
Theſe are the Rule of our Religion, as 
we are Chriſtians, by which we ſhould 
form the Temper of our Minds, and 
order our Converſation in the World, 


h and by which we ſhall be judged in the 
great Day, and are therefore the only 


3 : 


. 51 55 hy 
proper Rule by which we ſhould exa- 
mine and judge ourſelves now ; and this 
is ſo plain a Caſe that it need not be 
farther inſiſted on. # 
Me go on therefore to the ſecond 
Head, namely, the ſeveral Particulars 
concerning which we ſhould make an 
Inquiry; and theſe may be repreſents by 
ed in the following Order 
In the firſt Place let us examine our 
ſelves concerning the Duties we owe. 
to Almighty God our great Creator: 
and gracious. Preſerver, our ſupreme 
Governor and Judge; and let us in- 
quire at our own Hearts, whether our 
Temper and Behaviour towards him > 
has been ſuch as becomes depending 
Creatures endow'd' with rational and 
moral- Powers, towards their Crea- 
tor and Sovereign Lord? GO 
24, We- ſhould examine ourſelves 
likewiſe concerning the Duties we owe 
to one another, and to all Men, as we 
are ſocial Creatures, living in Society, 
Members of the great Community 
made up of all Mankind, and ſtanding 
1n various Relations to others, and in- 
1 Whether our Temper and Con- 
1 E 2 OY duct 


. 


( 32) | 
duct towards others has AR. ſuch as 
becomes our ſocial Nature, and might 
juſtly be expected from thoſe wWBio are 
endow'd with ſocial and friendly Af- 
feCtions 2 5 5 

34. We ſhould examine ourſelves: 
| farther concerning the Duties we owe, 


every one of us to ourſelves, in the due 


Command and - Government of our 
Paſſions and Appetites, and the juſt 
Improvement of our rational and mo- 
ral Powers, and the noble Affections 
which God hath implanted j in our Na- 
ture; and inquire Whether we have 
maintained a Rule over our Spirits, 
and a proper Diſcipline over our Minds, 
and endeavoured to perfect ourſelyes 
more and more in all moral Excellence? 
- 4th, We ſhould proceed next to ex- 
amine ourſelves concerning the Duties 
we owe tothe Lord Jeſus Chriſt as our 
| Mediator and Advocate, our Saviour 
and Redeemer, and, by "the Appoint- 
ment of the Father, our Lord, our 
Lawgiver and our Judge, and inquire 
whether our Temper and Conduct to- 
wards him has been ſuch as becomes 
the Hes of ſuch a Maſter, the Ser- 
vants | 


1 08 83 1 5 
vants bg ſuch A Lord, and the Benefi 


ciaries of ſuch a Kind and generous 
Benefagtor? 3 | 


5th. In like Manner we ſhould exa- 
mine ourſelves: concerning the Duties 


we owe to the holy Spirit of God, our hs 


Sandtifier and Guide; and inquire 
whether our Temper and Conduct has 
been ſuch as becomes the Temples of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and thoſe who are aſ- 


| ſiſted and led by him, and enjoy his 1055 


gracious Influences 5 
tb. We ſhould examine ourſelves. 
alſo concerning our Obſervance of the 
inſtrumental Duties of Religion, and 
the Chriſtian Inſtitutions, for theſe are 
not to be flighted or deſpiſed, nor will 
they be neglected by a good Chriſtian; 
we ſhould therefore review our Con- 
duct with relation to our Attendance 
on the Duties of publick Worſhipa nd 
Inſtruction; our ſanctifying the Lord 0: 
Day, ſpending i it in a religious Man- 
ner, and ſuitably to the Deſign for 
which it is ſet apart; our Celebrating, 
as is there Occaſion and Opportugity; 15 
the Inſtitutions of Baptiſm. and the 
Lords Supper: As alſo whether W 

| E3 LED 


860 


are careful . God i in and with ; 
our Families, and likewiſe in ſecket | 
4 — 1 85g 5 


7th. And whereas there are certain 


; general Qualifications that ſhould run 
thro all our religious Performances, 
and all the Chriſtian and moral Vir 
tues, we ſhould diligently look into 

our own Hearts, and inquire whether 


our Obedience to the Laws of God 
and the Precepts of our Religion, be 
ſincere and from the Heart? Whether 


it be Uniform and Univerſal 2. Whether 


it beconſtant, ſteady and perſevering 2 
Whether it be performed with Delight 


and Cheerfulneſs, with Zeal and er- 8 
vency, with Courage and Reſolution, 
and accompany'd with Wiſdom and 


Underſtanding, with. Prudence and 


Diſcretion? _ 
And laſtly. Whereas these i is no Man | 


| who liveth here, and ſinneth not, and 
in many Things we offend all, and 
ſome waltully, deliberately, and habitu- 


ally, we ſhould therefore look narrow- 


4 10 into our own Hearts, and examine 
r 


ictly, whether we have truly and 


ſincerely — of our wilful Tranſ- 
| _  greſſions, 


Pb 


nt and deliberate Offences? 


Whether we have forſaken our wicked 
Ways, and unrighteous Thoughts, and 
returned unto the Lord and to the Paths 
of Righteouſneſs? Whether we have 
fabdacd the vicious Habits we had con- 
tracted, and broken the Dominion 
Which Sin had formerly over us, and 
have now acquired the Habits of Piety 
and Goodneſs, and univerſal Righte- 
ouſneſs? We ſhould enquire farther, 
whether we be daily ſtriving: againſt 
our Infirmities and gaining Ground of 
them? Are we endeavouring to bring 
forth Fruits meet for Repentance, to 
correct and reform what we may ob- 
ſerve to be amiſs in our Temper or 

Conduct; and are we daily going on 

to Perfection, and making a conſtant 

Progreſs in Holineſs and Virtue, and _ 
all good Works: or, are we yet un- 
der the Power and Dominion of any 
Sin, yet in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and 
Bond of Iniquity, delaying our Re- 
pentance from Time to Time, put- 
ting it off to a more convetſient Sea- 
ſon, and ſuffering our Hearts to 
be hardened thro the Deceitfulneſs of 

5 . 93 Sin, 
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. Siri, He the 1 Sinning E 
and Repenting, and then ſinning again: 


Theſe are only general Heads upon 


| W we may examine ourſelves; par- 
ticulars muſt be left to the Reader's pri- 
vate Thoughts and Meditations, every 


one being beſt acquainted with the : 


Plagues of his own Heart. But if any 


would deſire to have an Account of the 
ſeveral Duties comprehended under the 


general Heads that have been mentt- 


oned, we ſhall refer them to the two 


Catechiſins which we publiſhed ſome 
Vears ago; and if they read over in 
the larger one from Page 31 to the 


End, or the third Part of the ſmallone, 


they will find, tis hoped, ſuch Mate- N 
rials as may alſiſt them in a more par- 
ticular Examination of themſelves when 
they are diſpoſed to enter into ſuch an 


Inquiry; they may alſo conſult the 
th Chaper of Mr. Matthew Henry's 


Communicant's Companion, which 


reaches from Page 50 to 73 of wy 
5 r e Edition; if 5 4: | 


Now as to all theſe Heads of. Eng- - 5 


mination, whether general or particu- 
lar, we ſhould examine ourſelves moſt 


imparti- 


4 15 | 1 7 * : 
1 partia an Und: Coi >: Ire 


to accuſes Und: 2 or to 0 acquire 


and abſolve, according as there 
Ground and Reaſon for che one or the 
ps ADVICE: 

And hn we thus call cable; 
an Account, and ſet our Sins in Order 
before us, we ſhould at the ſame Time 
reflect upon the Heinouſneſs of them, 
and all the aggravating Circumſtance 
with which any of them may have been 

attended; as for Inſtance, that we have 
ſinned againſt the Light and Checks 


of our own Conſciences, - againſt our 


ſolemn: Vows and Reſolutions to the 
contrary, and notwithſtanding the Ad- 
vantages we have enjoy d for our Im- 
provement in ſpiritual and moral Per- 


tection, and the great Motives Which 
are ſet before us to excite us to the 
Practice of Virtue and encourage us 


in a Courſe of Chriſtian Obedience. 


But for more Particulars of this Kind, 
the Reader may conſult the Aſſembiys 3 
larger eee in Anker to Quel- |" 
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We, 


dal od. ns of. ali ch 


3 f „ ſhould be, 
that we may humble ourſelves before 
God under ee of our Sins, and 
turn unto him with all our Hearts, that 
we may reform whatever is or has 
been amiſs in any Reſpect, and be more 
8 more watchful and cautious for 
the Time to come; and that if upon 
ſuch Examination we find Reaſon to 
approve our Conduct and Temper, if 
our Hearts condemn us not of wilful 
and habitual Sin, but we are conſcious 
of our own Sincerity, Integrity and 
Vprightneſs before God, then we may 
take the Comfort of it, and rejoice in 
the Hope that we ſhall be * of 
Him; then let us thank God for his 
gracious, Aſſiſtance whereby we were 
enabled to do his Will, and ſerve him 
in Sincerity and Truth, let us humbly 
implore the Continuance of his Grace, 
and encourage ourſelves to go on with 
Conſtancy and Perſeverance, with Joy 
and Delight in the Ways of the Lord, 
| perfecting; Holineſs. in his Fear, and 
daily adding to our Faith and Profeſſi- 
on of Religion, Fortitude and Firm- 
neſs 


Knowledge i in the round and Rea: | 
ſons of it, and Prudence in our Cen- 
duct; "Temperance and Moderation in 
the Uſe of ſenſual and worldly Enjoy- 
ments; Patience under any Adverſities 
or Afflictions we may meet with; God- 
lineſs in all its Branches, having an ha- 
bitual Senſe of God upon our Minds, a 
fuperlative Love to Bim i in our Hearts, 
and an entire and willing Reſignation of 
- ourſelves to him in all Things; joined 
with a ſincere and fervent Love to our 
Chriſtian Brethren, and an univerſal 
Charity and good Will to all Men; that 
"theſe, and all other Chriſtian Virtues, 
being in us and abounding, we , 
not be barren ' or unfruitful in the 
| Knowledge of Chriſt, may never fall 
away from the true Religion, or loſe 
the Favour of God, and may in God's 
good Time have a joyful Entrance mi- 
niſtred to us abundantly into the ever- 
laſting Kingdom or our Lord and Sa- 
iour SYoſus (ruft. e e e 
The 34. gebend Head chat was 
Prep in treating of this Duty was, 
"Ui what Miner Toe" Inquiry — 
e 


+ 6065 0 | 
be made? Which in à few Words 
ſhould be thus, Frs with Attention and 
Compoſure of Mind, Second, with a 
previous Addreſs to God for his Aſſiſt- 
ance in the Review we propoſe to tale 
of our paſt Conduct, Third, with the 
utmoſt Impartiality, and Fpurtbly, 3 
fully and particularly as we can. Af- 
ter Which ſhould follow ſuitable Con- 
feſſions, Prayers, Thankſgivings, Acts of 
Repentance, Sorrow, Contrition and Re- 
ſolutions of Amendment and new O— 
bedience; and eſpecially Reſtitution and 
£1 Reparation'i in Caſe of Injuftice or Injury 
done to others in any Kind. | 
The 4 general Head was, to ſhow | 
Shay are the proper Seafons of Self- 


b — 


examination? To which we anſwer in 


the following Particulars. Fin, the 
Morning and Evening of every Day 
are very proper Seaſons for a ſhort Re- 
view of: ourſelves; and a few ſerious 
Reflections on our Temper: and Beha- 
haviour. The uſual Bent and Turn of 
our Thoughts when we are awake upon 
our Beds, is a great Indication of the 
prevailing Temper of the Mind; if the 
* auge run upon whath is good, or np 
Och | leaſt 


1 = 


leaſt innewedlt;: it is a Sig n e he 
Mind is good, and the — is right; 
but if the Thoughts go out after what is 
Evil, or ue or Worldly, it is much 
to be feared that the Mind is evil, and 
the Heart is corrupted with ſenſual and 
worldly Affections: Now it will be ur 
Wiſdom to reflect in the Morning | 
what has been the Subject of our 
Thoughts and Meditations in the Inter- 
vals of Seep, or before we fell into it, 
or after we awoke out of it, that we 
may learn to correct what was Wrong, 
to give our Minds an Habit of thinking 
right, and ſo maintain a Diſcipline over 
our Thoughts till they get a pious, virtu- 


ous and religious Turn, and the Af- 


fections come to be ſet upon God and 
Goodneſs, upon Religion and moral 


Excellence. And again at Night, 


when the Buſineſs of che Day is over, 
it is very proper that we reflect on the 
Actions of the Day, and examine what 
have we done which we ought not to 
have done? What have we neglected, 

or wilfully omitted, which we ought 


to have done? What have been our 


Intentions, and the Motives of our Ac- 
Sho 3 tions? 


x 0 65 . 
tions? And what has been theprevalling” 
15 Inclination and Tenden v of our 5 "OY 
fections Hereby es loa Bu every 
ay what, has been amiſs in our Con- 
duct, that we may correct it, and re- 
form, and be more watchful and cir- 
cumſpect for the future; and what 
has been right and good and commen- 
 dable, that we may rejoice in it, bleſs; 
God for it, and endeavour to cultivate 
and improve it more and more, and be 
daily going on to Perfection. 
224. Another proper Seaſon of Re- 
collection and Self- examination is, be- 
fore and after our Attendance on Pub 
lick Worſhip on the Lord's Day, or 
other — Our Deſign in going 5 
to Church is, or ſhould be to join to- 
gether in offering up our Prayers, Sup- 
plications, Interceſſions and Thankſ- 
givings to the God of the Univerſe, 
and to receive Inſtructions, Admoniti- 
ons, and Exhortations, for the right 
Conduct of Life; now in Order 
to perform theſe religious Duties in 
an acceptable Manner, and ſo as to pro- 
fit by them, and be helped forward im 
the Way to Heaven. and Happiceſs, it 


is 


is highly yore ahi we go about 
them with due Preparation of Mind; 
and to that End we ſhould reflect be- 
ore Hand, and call ourſelves to an Ac- 
count, that we. may have our Sins in 
Remembrance when we make Con- 
feſſion of them to God in the general 
Words uſed by the Miniſter for all to 
join in, and profeſs our Repentance and 


Reidlntiohs of Amendment; and the 


like with Reſpect to our Wants for 
which we would deſire a Supply, and 
the good Things we have received, or 
do enjoy, for which we would give 
Thanks; we ſhould inquire likewiſe 
whether we have a charitable and be- 
nevolent Frame of Spirit towards all 
Men, without which our publick In- 
terceſſions for others are but a Lip Ser- 
vice, and Matter of Form; and we 
ſhould inquire alſo whether we go 
with a teachable and unprejudic'd Mind, 
with an honeſt and good Heart, truly 
willing to be inſtructed, admonithed, 
put in Mind of our Duty, and exhort- 
ed to the Practice of it, and to a pati- 
ent Continuance in well doing; in a 
Word, diſpoſed to "ROW: the Will of 
„ 


1H Ce) NL 
and; to do it? And after we obne um; 5 
Church, we ſhould reflect on what we 
have been about, and inquire at our- 
ſelves, what was our Behaviour in the 
Houſe of God? Did we drop our At- 
tention, and ſuffer our Thougths torove 
and wander, or ſettle on ſomething 


quite foreign to the Buſineſs in Hand? 


or were we grave, ſerious and atten- 


tive? Did we join with true Affection, 
and a becoming Fervency i in the ſeve- | 
ral Parts of Worſhip? And did we 
hear the Inſtructions which were laid 
before us, and the Exhortations which 

were given us, with due Attention of 
Mind, and with a ſincere Reſolution to 

put in Practice what we were convin- 
ced to be our Duty? Theſe and the 
like Reflections before and after our 
Altendance on publick Worſhip would 
ſerve to render thoſe. Wie Exer- 
Ciſes the more effectual to the Ends and: 

Perpolcs of their Inſtitution. | 

34. Another fit Seaſon for ere 
amination is before and after receiving- 
the Lord's Supper,. by which however. 
we do not mean that one ſhould. enter, 
4 into a *. Examination of his i i 
paſt 


„ 
paſt 1 every Time that he on det 1 


receive the Communion, this being un | 


neceſſary, as has been obſerved in the 
preceding Diſcourſe ; but we may re- 
flect upon our Conduct fince the laſt 
Time we received; and did the anti- 
ent Cuſtom of celebrating. the Com- 
munion every Lord's Day now obtain, 
this | Head would coincide with the 
former ; ; but as that Cuſtom has been 
long out of uſe, and Chriſtians have 
the Opportunity of partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, only at certain Times, 
and after pretty long Intervals, it ſeems 
very proper on ſuch Occaſions, to look 
into our own Hearts, and review our 
Conduct and the prevailing Temper of 
ous Minds, fince the laſt Time wejoin- 
ed in celebrating that Inſtitution. 
4th. When any Affliction or Cala- 
mity is lying upon us, or hanging over 
us and likely to befal us, it is very fit 
that we ſhould examine ounlelfes: and 
inquire what is there, or has there been, 
in our [Temper or Conduct that needs 
to be corrected, that we may humble 
ourſelvcs under the mighty Hand * 
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God, d tür to him that ſmites us, | 
or threatens to puniſh W | 
5th. When we have received a De- 
ire from any Trouble or Afflicti- 
on we laboured. under, or have met 
with any uncommon. Inſtance of the 
divine - Frm and Mercy, it is very re- 
ry requiſite that we reflect how we be- 
haved under our Trouble, or the Dan- 
ger we were in, how we. improved it 
to the Purpoſes of Religion and the Re- 
formation of our Morals? With what 
Temper of Mind we received the De- 
liverance? and what grateful Impreſ- 
fions we haveof the divine Goodneſs in 
the kind Interpoſition of his Provi- 
dence in our Behalf? _ | 

And Jaſtly, When we obſerve any 
Symptoms of our approaching Diſſo- 
lution; and have Reaſon to apprehend. 
that the Time of our Departure out of 
this World is drawing near, then is a: 
very proper. Seaſon for the Duty of: 
Self-examination; Todelay Repen tance: 
from Time to Time, and put off the 

Practice of Religion, the Practice of 

Virtue and Well doing to the Cloſe of 
Life, or to truſt to a Death Bed Sorrow, 
N ate: - 


667 1 | 
are waa OT fatal e > but 


tho the main Tenor of the Converſa- 
; and the prevailing Temper of 
dhe Mind has been holy and virtuous, 

_ andthe Heart upright and fincere, yet 
ſo many Slips and Failings, Defects 
and Imperfections are apt to attend even 
very good Men, that it will be very pro- 
per to call ourſelves to an Account 
when we have Reaſon to judge that 
Death cannot be far from us, that while 
there is yet ſome little Time before 
us, we may employ it in correcting any 
Thing that has been wrong, and 
taking the Comfort of what has been 
good and right in our Conduct, and in 
perfecting ourſelves more and more in 
all theſe holy and divine Diſpoſitions 
which render us like to God, and fit 
for the Society of the holy Angels; and 
the Spirits of the Juſt who are gone be- 
fore us; ſoſhall we withdrawour Affec- 
tions from earthy Enjoyments, and re - 
concile our Minds to the Thoughts of 
Death and that bleſſed State, which is 
prepared for the Righteous, (into which 
Death is the Entrance,) where we ſhall 
be ever with the Lord, and be — 5 
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0 map and a perſeatl happy it in the En- EE 
Joyment of God to all Eternity: 


And now after what has been briefly. == 
faid under the four Heads which were 


1 1 propoſed i in treating of this Subject, we 
need not uſe many Words to ſhew the. 


Uſefulneſs of frequent Self- examinati- 


on, and the Advantages that may ac- 


crue from it towards our Progreſs in 
moral Perfection. We all know, and 
profeſs to believe, that there is a future 
State of Rewards and Puniſhments, i 
and that in Order to that we ſhall all 


of us be called to an Account before the 


righteous Judge of the World, who 


will bring every Work into Judgment 


with every ſecret Thing, whether it 
hath been good, or whether it hath 


been evil: Now ſince every one of us 


muſt give an Account of himſelf to 
God, it is highly reaſonable, and 0 
will be our Wiſdom and Intereſt, 
call ourſelyes often to an Account, —_ | 
bring our whole Conduct, whether 
open or ſecret, into Judgment before 
the Tribunal of our Conſcience, and 


by this Means we ſhall know our- 
ſelves and the moral State of our Minds, 


and 


i ” 


L ' (689) 
and. eb to form, at wth a pr able 
J udgment, p how we ſtand with Relpeet 


5 to the Favour or 112 iſpleaſure of 
our: ſupreme 


of Conſcience, our Hearts conde 
not, but approve of us as: fincere and 
upright, then have we Confidence to- 
wards God, and Ground of rejoicing in 
any State of Life,” a good Conſcience 
being a contiual Feaſt; but if our 
Hearts condemn us, then, much more 
may we expect that God will condemn 
us, who is greater than our Hearts, 
and knoweth all Things; but yet there 
is Hope concerning us, for there is 
Room for Repentance, and if, while 
there is Time and Opportunity, we 
confeſs our Sins and forſake them, and 
Walk in Newneſs of Life, if we abſtain 


f rom Evil and do Good; -and perſ evere 
in well doing for the future, God is 


Governor and Judge; for 
if upon ſuch Examination in the Court 


1 


faithful and juſt, gracious and merei- 1 


ful to forgive us our Sins, and cleanſe 
us from all Unrighteouſneſs. 


By a due and frequent Sales, 


didn we ſhall be diſpoſed alſo to enter 
tain modeſt and humble Thoughts of 


ourſelves 


— 


3 0 7⁰ ) re 
ourſelves, Charitable and/ ann 
Thoughts of others, and to forgive the 
Offences of our Brethren againſt us, and 
make Allowance for their Frailties and 
Weakneſſes, as being conſcious in how 
many Inſtances we ourſelves have of- 
fended, and need Forgiveneſs both: 
from God and Man. It will be a means 
likewiſe to keep our Conſciences ten- 
der, and preſerve us from Hardneſs of 
Heart, and Boldneſs in ſinning; and 
Uh would ſerve to make us ſenſible of 
the great Patience and long Suffering 
of God, who ſtill bears with us, not- 
withſtanding the many Sins and Pro- 
vocations we find ourſelves to be charge 
able with, and daily lyable to; and in 
one Word, it will be a good Means to 
lead us to Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life, and a continual Progreſs 
in Holineſs and Virtue; and excite us 
to a due Care and Sollicitude to pleaſe 
God, to obey him in all Things, and 
to approve ourſelves in well-doing to his 
I ſeeing Eye. 
lere follows a few Forms of Pray- 
er for the Uſe of en who ing nowd. 
Hoe * 


4 4e. 


14000 


Day Mornin ing. 


X7 TE humbly. adore t had 0 Lord, 
Vas the Creator, nnn and 

3 of the whole World, and 
celebrate the Praiſes of thine unerring 


Wiſdom, thy moſt perfect Goodneſs, 
Almighty Power, which every 
where appear in all the Works of thine 


and 


Hands, and the Diſpenſations of thy 
Providence towards all thy Creatures: 
Great and marvellous are thy Works, 
Lord God Almighty, juſt and truę are 
thy Ways, O thou King of Saints; 


who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, wn 55 
elorify thy Name? For thou only art 


holy: All Nations ſhall come and wor- 


ſhip before thee; for thy Judgments 


are made manifeſt. Thou art great, 
and greatly to be praiſed, thy Greatneſs 


18 unſearchable, and thine Underſtand- 


ing is infinite: All thy Works do praiſe 
thee, and it becomes thy Saints to bleſs 
thee, for thy Works are manifold, O 


Lord, in Wiſdom haſt thou made them 
all, and the Earth is every where full 
of ws KEE: ES Good, and do- 
27000 „ eſt 
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<Q Good, and art Re AO dipenfing 5 
the Bleſſings of thy Goodneſs in ſuita- 
I ble Proportions to all thy Creatures. 


El 


We acknowledge with all Reverence 


and Humility our entire and conſtant 
Dependence on thee, and thankfully 
rejoice in thy Government over us, 


and in all the Bleſſings of thy  Provi- 
dence, of which we: have been daily 
partaking, ever ſince we came into the 
World; we have taſted and ſeen that 
thou art Good, we have had Expe- 


perience of thy Goodneſs in the Land 
of the Living? It is by thee we have 


been brought into the World, and 


hitherto ſupported and upheld, and it 


is to thee we are indebted for Life and 


Breath, and all Things; for our rational 
and moral Powers, and all the Facul- 
ties and Affections of our Nature, 
whereby we are capable of becoming 

like to thee, and riſing to high De- 


grees of Perfection and e in 


another State, 


It is to thy os: and alta . 
Goodneſs we Sus all the Advantages 


we enjoy by the Goſpel Revelation 5 


ene is ſo 9 calculated to pro- 


P 
mote the true Happineſs of Man, and 

carry him forward to the proper Perfec- 
tion of his Nature; we rejoice in the 
Light of that holy Goſpel, and that we 
ſee the Way to be happy by the Doctrine 
and Example of thy beloved Son: We 


bleſs thee for that moſt gracious Cove- 


nant which thou haſt eſtabliſh'd with us 
in his Blood, wherein are given to us 
great and precious Promiſes upon the 

moſt reaſonableandcondeſcending Terms 


and the moſt effectual Helps and En- 


couragements to the Practice of Holineſs 
and Virtue, and a patient Continuance 
in well doing; theſe Things we cannot 
but eſteem as greater Bleſſings than 
Thouſands of Gold and Silver; they are 
the Joy, Support and Satisfaction of our 
Hearts; Lord, let it be unto thy Ser- 

vants according to thy Word, and incline 
our Hearts to de thy Will. 
Me praiſe thee alſo for the Reſurrecti- 

on of our blefled Lord from the Dead, 
vrhereby he was declared to be the Son 
of God with Power, we rejoice in his 
triumphant Aſcenſion on high, and Ex- 
altation at thy right Hand, Angels, 
Authorities and Powers being made 
ſubject to him: 
35 coming 


and we bleſs thee for tlie 1 
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coming of the Holy Ghoſt iu his miracu- 
lous Gifts and Powers; for the Sueceſs and 
Propagation of the Goſpel, notwithſtand- 
ing the Oppoſition it met with; and 
that in thy good Providence it hath reach- | 
ed our Ears who dwell in theſe 
remote Parts of the Earth; bleſſed be 
God that the Sound of this Goſpel „ 
heard in our Land, and we walk in the 
Light of thy Countenance; that we have 


the free Exerciſe of our Religion, and can 


aſſemble ourſelves together for thy Wor- 
and Service, and our Inſtruction i in 

the Doctrines and Duties of Chriſtianity, 
on this thy holy Day, as oft as it returns. 
Diſpoſe our Minds, we beſeech thee, to 
a ſerious Attendance on the Duties of thy 
Worſhip, and let us not reſt in theMeans 
without attaining the End, or in an exter- 
ternal Form of Godlineſs, without the 
Life and Power of it; but let our Prayers 
and Devotions be effectual to preſerve and 
cheriſh good Affections in our Hearts, 
and let the Truths we ſhall hear engage 
us to a farther Progreſs in all Holineſs and 
Virtue: And be thou graciouſly preſent 
this Day in all thy Churches, let thy Bleſ- 
ſing and the Aids of thy Spirit go along 


with the Preaching of the Word, and all 
eee 


( ) 
the Miniſtrations of the Goſpel, and let. 
much good be done every where by thoſe - 


Means of Grace which thou haſt appoint= : 


| ed, that Sinners may be converted unto | 
thee, and that Saints may be built up 
more and more in Faith and Holineſs. - - 
Thou haſt been graciouſly pleaſed to 
grant us a refreſhing Reſt to our frail 
Bodies, and bring us ſafely thro' the Dar- 
neſs of the Night to behold the Light of 
another Day; for which we praiſe and 
bleſs thy holy Name; may it pleaſe thee 
to continue the Care of thy Providence. 
over us throughout this Day, and may we, 
and all in whom we are concern'd, be 
kept in Safety under the Shadow of thy 
Wings: Forgive us all our paſt Offences 
upon the Terms of thy Son's Goſpel; and 


let not our Iniquities ſeparate between us 


and our God; may our Hearts be right 
in thy Sight, fincere and pure before thee, 
and ſtedfaſt in thy Covenant, and let us 
be graciouſly accepted in Jeſus Chriſt thy 
Well-beloved, whoſe we are, and whom 
we ſerve, and in whom we deſire ever to be 
found, living and dying. In the compre- 
henſive Words that he hath taught us, 
we continue to pray for ourſelves, and for 
all Mankind: Our. Father who art in 
GG  - _ na. 
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e; zallwed be iy Mane; . thy King- . 
' dom come ; thy Will be dene in Earth, as itis1n. 
Heaven : Give : us this Day, our daily Bread; 
forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them | 
that treſpaſs againſt us; and lead us not into 
Temptation, but deliver us from Evil. For 
thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and The 
G hory, for ever and ever. Amen. ; 


4 1 fer a Family on the Lords Day 


Evening. 


"OST gracious God, and Welck ; 
Father in Chr:/t Jeſas our Lord, 
we edraw near to thee this Evening of thy 
holy Day, to renew our Praiſes and 
thankful Acknowledgments to thy divine 
Majeſty, for thy great Goodneſs to us, 
and to all the Children of Men, on whom 
thou haſt beſtowed innumerable Favours 
and Bleſſings, out of thy free Bounty and 
Loving-Kindneſs: We are thine and not 
our own, thou haſt made us, and not we 
ourſelves, we are thy People and the 
Sheep of thy Paſture, we have been the 
Objects of thy fatherly Care and kind Pre- 
vidence ever ſince we came into the 
World: and we acknowledge with all 
Gratitude and Humility that Goodneſs 
and Me cy have followed us thro the 
whole 


whole Courſe af our Lives paſt even ta 
this Day, and that from thy bountiful 
Hand we have received many Bleſſings 
and Benefits which are exceeding great 
and valuable, of the leaſt of which, we 
confeſs, we are altogether unworthy: 
Forgive us, we beſeech thee, all the un- 
grateful and unworthy Returns we have 
made to thee for all thy Goodneſs, and 
may thy Patience and Forbearance lead 
us to a ſincere Repentance, and engage 
our Hearts to the Love of thee our God 
above all Things, and to the conſtant 
Practice of Righteouſneſs and Virtue all 
the Days of our Lives. 
We bleſs. thee that we can . 
tb Day which is ſet apart for the Pur-, 
poſe of publick religious W orſbip nd 
Inſtruction, as oft as it returns, and that 
we have been permitted to aſſemble our- 


= ſelves together with our Chriſtian. Bre- | "I 


thren to worſhip thee the great Creator and. 
Governor of the World, in the Name of 
our common Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt thy 
Son, and to receive ſome Inſtructions and 
Exhortations from thy holy Word, for 
our Improvement in all oe and 
Virtue: How amiable are thy Taberna- 
cles, O Lord of Hoſts? we eſteem a Day 
+ in 


(58). 
in thy Courts better than a howard: and 
would rather be Door-keepers in the 
Houſe of our God than dwell in the 
Tents of Wickednefſss. 
Sive us Grace, we beſeech Me to 
make a proper Improvement of what we 
have been hearing and doing, that we 
may be daily growing in Grace, and in 
the Knowledge of "Jeſus Chrift, and be 
fruitful in all the Works of Goodneſs, 
and Righteouſneſs, and Truth, to thy 
Glory and Praiſe, and the carrying for- 
ward our own Salvation and Happineſs. 
Mercifully overlook whatever thy pure 
and holy Eyes have ſeen amiſs in our re- 
ligious Performances, or in any Part of 
our Conduct this Day, and accept of our 
ſincere Endeavours to ſerve thee, and 
glorify thy Name, however weak and i im- 
Ry they have been; and if any good 
Impreſſions have been made upon our 
Minds, may they abide with us, and have 
a proper Influence upon our Temper and 
Conduct: And let us be always pofſeſs'd 
with ſuch a ſerious Senſe of thy Being 
and Perfections, of the Wiſdom and E- 
quity of thy Adminiſtration, of the Rea-, 
CaMetel and Excellency of Religion, 
and the Certainty of a future State of Re- 
| _ wards 


£29). 
wards and Na as may effectu- 
ally reſtrain us from every Thing that is 
Evil, and excite us to ſtudy above all 
Things to approve ourſelves to thee by 
the conſcientious Practice of every Thing 
that is good and acceptable in thy Sight, 
and may render us in ſome Meaſure like 
to thee, the Standard and original of all 
Perfection, and fit for the glorious Socie- 


ty of the holy Angels, and the Spirits of 
the Juſt made perfect. 


Help us, O Lord, againſt our maniſold | 


Infirmities, | and fecure us againft the 
Snares and Temptations to which we are 
expoſed; let us be daily increafing in all 
the Chriſtian Virtues, and abounding in 
every good Word and Work, and —— f 
be filled with that Wiſdom which is 

from above, that is pure and peaceable, 
gentle and ealy to be intreated, full of 
Mercy and good Fruits, without Partia- 
lity, and without Hypocriſy. May we 
carefully endeavour to adorn. that holy 


Religion we profeſs by a truly Chriſtian. } 


Temper and Conduct in all Things, and 
let us, (as becomes thine Elec, holy and 
beloved,) put on Bowels of Mercies, 


_ Kindneſs, Humblenels of Mind, Meek- 


WY: Leng e Forbearing and 
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3 one alte as Chriſt for- 


giveth us: and let us, above all, put 


on that large and open and charitable 


Frame of Spirit, which is the moſt per- 
"feat? Bond of Chriſtian Union; May _ J 
Peace of God rule in our Hearts, and 


"Re 


the Word of Chriſt dwell in us richly i in 


all Wiſdom, and whatſoever we do, 
whether in Word or in Deed, let us do 


all in the Name of the Lord: Jeſus; «| 


* 


giving Thanks always, for all Things, 
unto thee, even the Father, by him: Let 
us have no Fellowſhip with the unfruit- 


cCircumſpectly, wiſely and watchfully, 


ful Works of Darkneſs, but rather re- 
prove them by the Purity of our Man- 

ners, and tlie Holineſs and Goodneſs of 
our Lives, and to that End let us walk 


redeeming the Time, and readily em- 
bracing all proper Opportunities of do- 


ing good, and improving our Minds in 


moral and ſpiritual Perfection; that ſo 


paſſing thro this World innocently and 
uſeſully, we may in thy good Time finiſn 
our Courſe with Joy, and be admitted 
to partake of that Glory and Happineſs 
which thou haſt prepared for ay os ; 


if, 
£ B 
3 
— 6 
* 


ful 17 7 of eds Son. 


And Thou, O God, who art the Crea- 
tor and Preſerver of all Men, we would 
humbly offer up our Prayers unto thee 
for all Sorts and Conditions of Men, 
that it may pleaſe thee to continue the 
Care of thy Government over the World 
which thou haſt made, and to diſpenſe 
the Bleſſings of thy Goodneſs to all Men 
in all Parts of the Earth; and particular- 
ly that it may pleaſe thee in thy good 
Time to communicate the Knowledge of 


the Chriſtian Religion in it's Truth and 


Purity unto all Nations, that the Ring- 
doms of the World may become the 
Kingdoms of thee the one true God, and 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt ; and there may 
be great Peace and Happineſs in all Lands 
by obeying the Laws of the Prince of 


Peace: Let every Thing be happily ta- 5 


ken out of the Way that is an Hind- 
rance to the Succeſs and Propagation of 
the Goſpel, let the Chriſtian Churches 
be purged of every Thing that offends, ; 
or tends to bring a Reproach on the 
Chriſtian Name; May the Truth as i 


in Jeſus prevail every where, and be em- 


proper Influence on the Hearts and 


Lives of all who entertain and profeſsit: 


ER Be 


c 82 * RS. 
T Be ſavourable to theſe Lands of . | 
| 98 and Ireland, wherein we dwell, 
and the Dominions thereto belonging; 
continue to us, if it be thy Will, the En- 
Joyment of our civil and religious Liber- 
ties, with our publick Peace and Tran- 
quillity, and our healthful and fruitfuln 
Seaſons; and may we ſhew our Grati- 
tude; for theſe uo Bleſſings by the 
Holineſs and Obedience of our Lives. 
_ Bleſs our King upon the Throne, and 
allthe Royal Family, protect them by thy 


| Providence, guide them with thy Nady 


Spirit, and may they be ſhining Exam- 
ples of Piety and Virtue to all about 
them: Direct all who are in; Authority. 
under the King, and over us, may they 
rule in thy Fear, as knowing they muſt 


give an Account, and grant that we thy 


People and all the Inhabitants of the 1 
Lands, may under the Shadow of civil 
Authority, lead peaceable and quiet 


Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. Give 


Bucceſs to the Labours of all who preach | 
the Goſpel of thy Son in it's Truth and 


Simplicity, and may pure and undefiled 


Religion and the Power. of Godlineſs 
flouriſh and prevail in all the Churches, 
and: be viſible in the Lives ng Converſa- 
| | | tions 


4 83 a: 

tions of Chriſtians. Have Mercy upon 
thoſe who labour under any Kind of At- 
fiction, Trouble, or Diſtreſs, whether in 
Mind, Body, or outward Circumſtances, 
and do them good as their various Caſes 
and Neceſſities may require; bleſs our 
Friends and Relations; requite the Kind- 
neſs of our Benefactors; and if we Have 
any Enemies, Father forgive them: Be 
gracious to us of this Family, may we all 
de dutiful and faithful to one another, ac- 
cording to the Relations we are in; [may 
thoſe who are young remember their Cre- 
ator in the Days of their Youth] and 
may it pleaſe thee to continue Health and 

Peace among us, and to ene e 

Wit h thy Favour a5 with a Shiel 

And now, O Lord, we thank thee for 
the Protection of thy. Providence over 
us throughout this Day, and that by thy 
good Hand upon us we are ſafely brought 
to the Concluſion of it; impute not tous 
any of the Failings or Infirmities of the 
Day, and if thou haſt ſeen Sincerity in 
our Hearts, accept of us graciouſſy in 
Fieſus Chriſt ; take us and all in whom 
we are concerned, into thy Care and 
Keeping throughout the N ight, and bring, 
us in Pty; if i be hy Will, to the 
Light 


— 


VVV 
Light and Comforts of another Day, fit- 
ted and diſpoſed for the Duties and E- 
vents of it. Theſe our Prayers and Sup- 
plications we humbly preſent to thy di- 
vine Majeſty in the Name and as the 
Diſciples of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, and in the comprehenſive Words 
which he hath taught us, we ſum up all 
our | Requeſts both for ourſelves and 
others: Our Father who art in Heaven, 
| Hallowed be thy Name, may thy King- 
dom come; and thy Will be done, in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven: Give us 
Day by Day our daily Bread ; forgive 
us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us: And lead us 
not into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil; for rhine is the Kingdom, the 
Power aud the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Fic) ag 4:90 eee near in 


A Prayer for a Family on any other Day 
the Week, and which may ſerve 
either for Morning or Evening. = 


O Lord God Almighty the Maker, 
U preſerver and Governor of the 
whole World, on whom we, and all Crea-, 
tures, continually depend, and to whom. 
r 


WL'EY as attend - 
| ject and 0 arr we ac- 
knowledge and adore thee as our Lord, 
our Lawgiver, and our Judge, and our 
moſt gracious and merciful Fatlier in 
Chriſt Jeſus thy Son: We come unto 
thee in his Name, believing that thou art, 
and art the Rewarder of them who di- 
ligently ſeek thee: We preſent ourſelves 
before theein thankful Acknowledgment 
of thy Goodneſs to us, and to all thy 
Creatures, to. worſhip thy divine Majeſ- 
ty with Reyerence and goldly Fear, and 
by Prayer and Supplication with Thankſ⸗ | 
giving to offer up our Requeſts unto 
thee, who art the Hearer of Prayer, able 
and willing to help us. 8 
We are all of us thy Creatures, whom 
thou haſt formed after thine own Image, 
and made capable of knowing thee from 
whom we come and the Relations we 
ſtand in to thee as our moral Governor 
and Judge, and to the Reſt of Mankind 
as Members with us of the ſame Com- 
munity, and Fellow Subjects of thy mo- 
ral Kingdom, and capable of 5 8 
the ſeveral Duties which ariſe out of theſe - 
Relations; we bleſs and praiſe thee, O 
Lord, tor this honourableRank thou haſt” 
given us in the Order of thy Creation; 


thou 


Son 


(869) 


FOR haſt Ie, us more than the Beaſts 


of the Field, and made us wiſer. than the 
Fowls of Heaven, thou haſt put a Spirit 
in Man, aud the Inſpiration of the Al- 

mighty hath given him Underſtanding. 


O! that we may live ſuitably to this Dig- 
nity of our Nature, and as becomes me- 
ral Agents created in the Image of God, 


formed for Religion and Virtue, endow * 
with ſocial as well as private Afſections, 
and made to be Happy; in the Exerciſe of 5 
them. by N 
It becomes us . a 


a celebrate thy Praiſes for the farther Ad- 
| Fans > we enjoy by the Goſpel of thy 


eſus Chriſt, whereby immortal 
Life and Happineſs is ſet in a clearer 


Light than ever it was before, the Sting 


of "Death i is removed, and the Kingdom 


of Heaven is opened to all who truly be- 


lieve, and ſincerely obey his Goſpel: Bleſ- 
ſed be that good Providence . hath 
ordered our Lot, and determined the 
Bounds of our Habitation in a Land of 
Light and Viſion, and that from our ear- 


ly Years we have been trained up in the 


Knowledge of thee, the only true God, 


and of him whom thou haſt ſent to be 


our 


whom to know is Lite eternal. © © 
Me confeſs, O Lord, we are poor fin- 
ful Creatures, who have in many In- 
ſtances departed from thy Command- 
ments, and wandered in crooked Paths, 
diſhonouring to our holy Religion, and 
tending to provoke thy juſt Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure againſt us; we have done 
thoſe Things which weought not to have 
done, and we have neglected, or care- 
leſly performed, the Things which we 
ought to have done, and have not made 


that Progreſs in Holineſs and Virtue 


which might reaſonably have been ex- 
pected from us, who have enjoyed ſuch 
Advantages and Means of Improvement 
in moral and ſpiritual Perfection; if 
thou, Lord, ſhouldſt be extreme to mark 
what we have done amiſs, there is not 
one of us could ſtand before thee, and 


we have no other Hope or Confidence 


but in thy Mercy and Goodneſs which 
thou haſt declared unto Mankind in 
Chriſt Feſus thy Son; by him thou haſt | 
invited and encouraged Sinners to Re- 
pentance, and upon his Blood thou haſt 
eſtabliſhed with us a moſt gracious Co- 


* 


venant 


(%) 


nt of Pardon and Acceptance upon 
the moſt merciful and condeſcending 


Terms; which our Conſciences cannot 


but approve of as worthy of thee to re- 
quire, and fit for us to comply with ;- 
incline our Hearts, we beſeech thee, to 4 
- ſincere Compliance with them, that We 
may truly repent of our Sins and for- 
ſake them, and denying all Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſts, may live ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godlily, in this oy ; 
Wan 0 
We know and believe that Yeſus Chrift 
is a Teacher ſent of thee, and that no 
Man ever ſpake as he did, or taught the 
true Religion in that Perfection that he 
has done, or led ſuch a pure, holy, and 
uſeful Lite, as he did; grant then, O 
Lord, we beſeech thee, that we may o- 
bey from the Heart the Doctrine he ath 
taugnt us, that we may carefully imitate 
the Example he hath left us, and culti- 
vate in ourſelves the ſame Mind, the 
ſame Temper and Spirit that was in 
Him. 
And that our Lives may be an Gd 
ment to our Chriſtian Profeſſion, and 
anſwer the great and good Deſign pro- 


pond by the Sons, grant * Whatſo- 
ecever 


0 . 

ever Things are true and ſincere, whats 
ſoever Things are comely and venerable, 
whatſoever Things are juſt and equita- 
ble, whatſoever Things are pure and 
chaſte, whatſoever Things are lovely 
and reputable, whatſoever Things are 
really virtuous and Praiſe-worthy, we 
may think of theſe Things, and hold 
them in high Eſtcem, and zealouſly ſtu- 
dy to practiſe them; and may. the very. 
God of Peace ſanity us; wholly, and we 
pray God that our whole Spirit and 
Soul, and Body, may be preſerved blame- 
leſs unto the caning. of our Lord Vale 
Corift.” 

We. Thins: erties S would 
likewiſe humbly intercede with thee, the 
tender Parent of the Univerſe, in Behalf 
of all Mankind, whereſoever they dwell 
on the Face of the Earth, knowing that 
it is good and acceptable in thy Sight, 
that we ihould expreſs before thee our 

Love and good Will to all Men, and our 
Deſire of their Happineſs : We commend 
them all unto thee, and to the Care of 
thy Providence; continue to do them 
good, giving Rain from Heaven and 

truitful Seaſons, filling their Hearts with 
Fend and e clpecially we pray ” 


as; 


that the Gofpel of our great Redeemer 
may have free Courſe, and be glorify'd 
thro the whole World, and that all the 
Inhabitants of the Earth may come to 
the Knowledge of the true Religion, and 
be guided to the Way of Peace and Hap- 
pineſs, and walk in it: Reform whatever 
is amiſs in the Chriſtian Churches, eith- 
er in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, or 
moral Conduct; purge them from the 
Corruptions and Abuſes that have been 
introduced into them, and let the State 
of Religion which was eſtabliſned in thy 


Wiſdom by Jeſus Chrift, be reſtored to 


its original Purity and Simplicity, that 
the Power and Efficacy of it may no 
longer be weakened and loſt thro the 
_ groſs Mixtures of Idolatry, Superſtition, 
or Enthuſiaſm, or the Commandments of 
God rendered of no Effect by the Tra- 
ditions and Ordinances of Men. 
Be favourable to theſe Lands of our 
Nativity, preſerve Peace within our 
Borders, abundantly bleſs our Proviſions, 
let our Poor be fatisfy'd with Bread, and 
may we all rejoice in thy Goodneſs with 
thankful Hearts; continue among us the 
Light of thy glorious Goſpel, with all 
our valuable Privileges and Liberties _ 
„ „5 CIVIL 


( 91.) 


civil and religious: Bleſs thoſe who are 


ſet in Authority over us in civil Affairs, 


guide them in their Adminiſtration, and 


may they rule in thy Fear, and be thy 


Miniſters: to us for good: Extend thy 


Pity and Compaſſion to thoſe who labour 
under any Kind of Affliction, and make 
all Things work together for their good; 


_ awaken ſecure and careleſs Sinners, that 


they may think on their Ways, and turn 


themſelves unto thee and to the Practice 


of Righteouſneſs, before it be too late; 


raiſe up them that are fallen, ſtrengthen _ 
them that are weak: comfort thoſe who are 


melancholly, reſtore to the Exerciſe of Rea- 


fon ſuch as are in any Meafure deprived 


of it; and do good unto all as their va- 


rious Caſes and Neceſſities may require. 


For the Morning. | For the Evening. 
| NDnowwe bleſs 
| thee, O Lord, 


thank thee, O 


ND now we 


for the watchful Care 
of thy Providence o- 
ver us thro' the Dark- 
neſs of the Night, and 
that after a refreſhing 
| Reſt we are brought 
in Safety to ſee the 


[Lordfor the kind Pro- 
tection of thy Provi- 
dence over us thro 


the paſt Day, and that 
by thy good Hand 


upon us, we are ſafely 


brought to the Con- 


E 44 


Light, and enjoy the 
Wk Comforts 


— 


cluſion of it; graci- 
Ha * .. oully 


|  Comiforts/of another 

Day; continue thy 
Protection over us 
rkrhroughout the enſu- 
ing Day, defend us 


from the Dangers to 


which we may be ex- 
expoſed, ſecure us a- 
gainſt the Snares and 
| emptations of an e- 
vil World, keep us in 
in thy Fear continu- 


ally, and may we live. 


under --an habitual | 
Senſe of thy Preſence | 
and Providence; di- 
rec u in all gur 
Ways, perfect what 


cConcerns us, and make 
all Things, whether 


proſperous or adverſe, 


Work together for our 
. e 


> 


(92). 
ouſly a what-⸗ 


ever thou haſt ſeen a- 


miſs in any Part of 
our Conduct, and ac- 


cept of our ſincere, 
tho weak Endeavours 
to ſerve thee, in the 


Duties of Piety and 


Virtue, and to a 


prove ourſelves to thee 


in well doing: 


We 
would humbly 


com- 


mit ourſelves, and all 


in whom we fare con- 
.cern'd, to thy conti- 


nued Protection, and 
Care thro' the enſuing | 


Night, praying that 
after a moderate and 


refreſhing Sleep, we 
may awake the follow- 


ing Morning with re- 


newed Health and Vi- 
gour, to purſue the 
Work and Buſineſs of 
| the ſeveral Stations in 
{which thou haſt pla- 
ced us, that we ma 

anſwer the wiſe Pur- 


poſes of our Creation, 
by doing good while 
we ſojourn in theſe 


* 


Bodies, and by pre- 


. x 


I. 93 3 
For the — 


j paring our Minds for 
higher and nobler em- 

ployments hereafter in 

ſa future and better 
State. 


73 


» Mercfally pardon all our paſt Offen- : 


ces, upon the Terms of thy Son's Goſ- 
pel, and let not our Sins ſeparate between 
us and our God, or provoke thee to reject 
our Prayers and Services; help us againſt 
dur Infirmities, and eſpecially the Sins that 
moſt eafily beſet us; and let us be daily at- 


taining to farther and higher Degrees of 


all Holineſs and - Virtue, and advancing 


towards the true Perfection and Happi- 
"neſs of our Nature, till it ſhall pleaſe thee 


to call us up to the full and compleat En- 
joyment of it in that State which thou haſt 
prepared for the Righteous; into which 
wie beſeech thee, to oak us, and all thy 
faithful Servants, in thy good Time, for 
"= Mercies Sake in Jeſus Chriſt our bleſ- 
ſed and only Mediator, in whoſe com- 


prehenſive Words we ſum up all our Re- 
queſts both for ourſelves and others. Our 
Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 


Name; thy Kingdom come; thy Will be 4 


in | Earth,” as it is in EHlaven; give A) 2 | 


— 
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Daz onr daily Bread; forgive us our Treſ- 
paſſes, aswe forgive them that treſpaſs againſt. 
us; and had us not into Temptation, but 
deli ver us from Evil; for thine is the Ring- 
dom, and the Power, and the Glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. + 
4 Prayer for the Uſe of a Family on 
„„ Saturday Evening. _ -- _ 
X08 T glorious and ever bleſſed 

VI God, thou art the Former of all 
Things, the Lord of Hoſts is thy Name, 
who art wonderful in Counſel, andexcel- 
lent in Working; thou art the Stay and 
Support of the whole Creation, and a 
ſtrong Tower of Defence to all thoſe who 
put their Truſt in thee, and keep thy 
Ways: Thou art our Life and the Length 
of our Days, our Times are in thy Hand; 
1 our Dependance is entirely on thee, and 

we are in all Things ſubject to thy Diſ- 
poſal; bleſſed be thou who humbleſt thy- 
ſelf to take a Care of thy Creatures; it is 

our Happineſs, and we rejoice in it, that 
thou art the Ruler of the World, and 
that we are under the Government of 
the moſt perfect Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
in Conjunction with infinite Power; we 
would truſt in thee at all Times, and 5 5 


(95) 


forth our Hearts before thee, we would 
Lord, re God 


rejoice in th 
of our Salvation. 

We thank thee the" thy Goodneſs ad 
Loving kindneſs to us and to all the Chil- 
dren 6, Men; we bleſs thee for our Crea- 


tion and Preſervation, and all the Com- 


| forts and Conveniencies of this Life, 
which thro' thy good Providence we en- 

oy; but above all we bleſs thee for thine 
ineſtimable Love in the Redemption of 


the World by thy Son, Jeſus Chrift; our 


Lord, for the Means of Grace, and the 
Hope of Glory, and all the Privileges and 
and Advantages we ſoy by the Claſts- 


an Revelation 
We acknowledge; 0 Lord, with 


Shane and Confuſion of Face, that we 


have not rendered unto thee according to 
his Benefits which thou haſt beſtowed _ 


upon us, nor made that Improvement of 
our Goſpel Privileges that we might and 
ought to have done; we have ſinned a- 


gainſt thee, and broken thy holy and 
righteous Laws, Times and Ways with- 
out Number, and if thou, Lord, ſhould 
mark our Iniquities, we could not any of 


us ſtand before thee; but in an humble 
t e Senſe of our Sins, we draw 
1 3 5 near 
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near to thee in the Name of thy beloved | 
Son, and according to the Tenor of that 
Covenant thou haſt eſtabliſh'd-with us on 
his Blood, we earneſtly beſeech thee to 
forgive us our Sins, pins to cleanſe 5 
from all Unrighteouſneſs; and grant, O 
Lord, that we may hereafter walk i 
Newneſs of Life, bringing forth the 
ſuitable Fruits of Repentance, and ſtudgy- 
ing to abound in Holineſs and Views; and 
all good Works. 

Me thank thee for thy Patience: wits | 
us, and that we are ſtill ſpared, and have 
Time and Opportunity to work out our 
Salvation: We thank thee for all the paſt 
Mercies of our Lives, and particularly 
for thoſe of this paſt Week which is now 
about to End; graciouſly: pardon- and 
overlook whatever we may have done or 
omitted contrary to thy holy Laws; and 
give us Grace to employ the approach- 
ing Week, and all the remaining Weeks 

and Days that may be allotted to us in 
this World, to the true Ends and Pur- 
| poſes of Life, that we may all of us, in 
our ſeveral Places and Stations, and ac- 
cording to our Abilities, Capacities, and 
Opportunities, glorify thee our great 
Creator and Governor, do good to yore 
| who 


» 
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who are made in thine Image, and per- 
fect our own Minds moe and ore 
moral Excellence. 

Grant us this Night, if it be he Will, 
a quiet refreſhing Reſt to our fal Bo- 
dies, and raiſe us up the enſuing Morn- 


ing with renewed Health and Strength, 


and in a ſuitable Frame and Temper of 


Mind for the Duties and Services of the 


Day; and as the Morrow is the Day of 


Reſt, ſet apart for the publick Exerciſes 
of reli gious Worſhip and Inſtruction, let 


not any of us forſake the aſſembling our- 
ſelves. together with our Chriſtian Bre- 


thren for that wiſe and good End ; but 


let us with. joyful and thankful Hearts, 

and with a true, fervent, and religious 
Zeal, repair to thy Houſe of Prayer, to 
| celebrate publickly with all the Chriſti- 


an Church, the Worſhip which is due 
to thee. from all who know: how great 
and good, and excellent thou art, prepare 


our Hearts to pray, and thine Ear to hear, 
and let our Minds be pure and holy, 


humble and penitent, reſigned and de- 
vout, upright and ſincere before thee; 


filled with Love to thee, to the bleſſed 


Fe N10 and to all the is to one another, 
++ and 


? 
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and to AllMen; and with tlie“ Fruits or 
the ——— all r 1 

neſs 
Tem 
and fitt ell to — up 7 oiritual pines max 3 

that may be aoceptab e to Wy uy: e 
Lord Feſus Chriſt.” 285 


Grant, O Lord, W « on u thy holy | 


Day that is ' approaching, we may not 

only abſtain from worldly Buſineſs, but 
may ſanRify it by the Exerciſes of Pie- 
ty, by Prayers and Supplications with 
Thankſgiving, by hearing and reading 
thy holy Word, ſerious Meditation upon 
1 57% Si eramzation, and by the 
Works of Charity and Mercy: And may 
it pleaſe thee to give Grace to the Miniſ- 
ters of thy Goſpel, the Paſtors and Teach- 


ers of thy Churches, that they may dif- 


charge 88 Duties of their Office with a 


Care and Fidelity, and do thou accompa- 

ny their Labours with thy Bleſſing, 
Which alone giveth Succeſs; and may 
our Lives in this World be a conſtant 
Preparation for that eternal Reſt which 
remaineth for thy faithful People in Hea- 
ven above, when we ſhall be eyer with 
the Lord, ee his Glory, and par- 
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a of it K. And now, FR God and 


—— Father, we humbly pray that 


thy Name may be hallowed and glorify d 
thro the whole World, that thy King- 
dom may come, and thy Goſpel be pro- 
pagated unto all ans and that thy 
bleſſed and holy Will may be done, and 
thy wiſe and righteous Laws obſerved 
and obeyed, every Where, by Men here 
upon the Earth, even as by the celeſtial _ 

Inhabitants in Heaven; give us Day by - 
Day our daily Bread, and ſuch a Port» 
on of the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies 
of Life, ſuch a Meaſure of Health, and 

other temporal Mercies, as in thy Wit 
dom thou knoweſt to be beſt and moſt 
expedient for us; and let us enjoy thy 
Bleſſing with all, which alone maketh 
rich : 5 orgive us all out Sins, our Treſ- 
paſſes and Offences againſt thy holy 
Laws, for thy Mercy's Sake in Jeſus 

Christ, even as we do ſincerely and from 
the Heart forgive all thoſe who treſpaſs 
and offend againſt us: And lead us not 
into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil, be pleaſed in the Courſe of - thy 
Providence either to keep us from being 


* In this Paragraph there are a few Sentences. taken from a 
Prayer of Mr. Oftervald in the Liturgy which he compoſed for the 
CHER of ö with ſome Variations. 
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temp ed to ſin; or ſupport anddeliver us 
hen we are tempted; and let us be 
Happily: delivered from every evil Way 
and Work, and preſerved to thy heaven- 
J Kingdom, thro' Jeſus Chrift our Lord, 
and by the Conduct of the holy Spirit of 
Grace; for thine is the Kingdom Which 
We pray may come; thine is the 
Power whereby thou art able to anſwer 
our Requeſts, and do for us exceeding 
abundantly above what we can aſſ or 
think; and thine is, and ever will be, 
the Glory of thy amiable Perfections, | 
and of thy wiſe and righteous» Adminif- | 
. tration, from Angels and Men, thro | 
ever Ry Ages, | cl DJ! | 
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Wes and glorious Lord God, the 5 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, and 
of all Things that are therein; the wile 
-and'righteous Governor of the World, 
and the impartial and merciful Judge of 
Angels and Men; I draw near to thee 
in the Name of thy beloved Son, to of- 
fer up my Morning Sacrifice, in thankful 


* * oo * Goodneſs 
to. 


> SAD 
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to me, ant all thy ; Creat; res, and inse 
humble Senſe of * Dependance u 
thee, and my Sub 
ment, in which 1 have realen * alt 
heactily to rejoice... \ ould iiF y 

- Unto thee is jultly due from me, mJ 
| from every intelligent and moral. Creas 
ture, the moſt humble * of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, Adoration and Obe- 
dience, for thou haſt created all Things, 
and from thy Goodneſs it is that they 
are, and were created; and worthy is 
the Lamb that was ſlain to receive Powers 
and Riches, and Wiſdom: and Strength, 
and: Honour, - and Glory, and- 5 — 
for he hath redeemed us from our Sins 
with his moſt precious Blood, and made 
us Kings and Prieſts unto thee even the 
Father; Bleſſing and Honour, and Glo- 
ry, and Power, be unto thee who fitteſt 


on the Throne, and unto he Lamb for 8 


ever and ever. SY. 3 

I praiſe thee, O my God, 1 acknow- 
ledge thee to be the Lord; the whole 
Gn doth glorify thee, the Father 
everlaſting ; all thy Works do praiſe 


thee, and t becomes thy Saints to bleſs 


thee for t hy Works are manifold, O 
e in Wiſdom haſt thou. made them 


ection to thy Govern- 35 


13 Ts | all; 


(10 


At; He Earth allo is full of thy Riches: 
| and thou art daily diſpenfing the Bleffings 
of thy Goodneſs to all thy Creatures. 


I am thine, O Lord, and not my own, 


thou Haſt made me, and not I myſelf; 1 
am thy Creature and thy Servant, a Sub- 
ject of thy moral Kingdom, and a Diſci- 
ple of thy Son Jſus Cbriſt, and it be- 
comes me to worſhip and bow down, and 

kneel before the Lord my Maker. Bleſ- 
ſed be thou, O Lord, who haſt formed 
me after thine own Image, who haſt 
made me a rational and moral Agent, 
capable of knowing and imitating thee, 
and of enjoying the Communications of 
thy Favour; as by thee I have been 
brought into the World, fo by thee have 
I been upheld from the Womb till now, 
and have been the Charge of thy Pro- 
vidence ever ſince T was born; and I ac- 
| knowledge with all Gratitude that Good-' 
neſs and Mercy have follow'd me all my 
Life paſt even to this Day, and that from 
thy bountiful Hand I have received Blef- 
ſings and Advantages that are very great 
and many, of the leaſt of which, I con- 
feſs, Tam altogether unworthy : 1 thank 
thee particularly for that Meaſure of 


Healch 1 * and the kind Deliveran- 
CCS 


55 ſometimes ; af iced; . bleſs 
thee — have Food to eat, and Rai- 
ment to put on, and a quiet and ſafe Ha- 
bitation to dwell in; and 1 praiſe thee 
for the Exerciſe TED — and moral 
Powers, and the Uſe of my. Senſes conti- 


nued with; me 6 andfor all the Mercies Mi 


that are in my Lot, which I acknowledge 


| to, be. paſt my reckoning. But it be- 
comes me in a more peculiar Manner to 


bleſs thee and celebrate thy Praiſes for - 
thy great Goodneſs in ſending thy Son in- 


our Juſtification. 


to the World for the Salvation and Ren 
demp tion.of Mankind, who was deliver- 


ed for our Offences, and raiſed. Again, for _ 


% 


I thank thee, O my . PIE 
for that moſt ; gracious Covenant thou haſt 
eſtabliſhed — 1 us in his Blood, where⸗ 

in the Pardon of: our Sins, and our. Ac 


ceptance with thee. to eternal, Life are 


promiſed upon the reaſonable and con- 
deſcending Terms of ſubmitting to him 
by Faith and Repentance, and a ſincere 
. eel, for 0 Kaus 9 7 the 0 l 
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who aſk ori thee, ws nt 
the Temprations to which weare'expoſ-: 
ed, and enable us to do thy Will With 
Delight and Chearfulneſs, and to perſe- 
vere in à Courſe of Virtue and holy O. 
bedience to the End of our Lives 31 
thank thee for theſe great and precious 


i 


thy Son, and farther confirmed by His 
Reſurrection from the Dead, and the 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and tor all the 
other Privile _ "ad: Advantages-Ienjoy, | 
by the Goſpel Revelation; may I ſtudy 
to make a proper Improvement of them 
by a continual Progreſs in Holineſs, and 
in all ſpiritual and moral Perfection: 


Promiſes ſealed to us with the Blood of 


I thank thee particularly for the Reſt 


4 and Reffeſhihent of this laſt Night, and 
that by thy good Providence I am 
brought in Safety to the Beginning of 
this Day, let my Mind be duly diſpoſed 
for the Duties and Services of it, that I 
may attend on them with Seriouſneſs and 
Reverence; forgive me all my paſt Of- 
fences upon the Terms of the Goſpel, 
and let there be no Cloud of. Guilt to ſe- 
parate between me and my God, nor 
any prevailing Iniquity or Corruption in 
my Heart to hinder the Acceptance of 
1275 my 
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my telig ions! Services; and when 1 al 
bè aſſembled with my Chriſtian Brethren 
to celebrate thy Worſhip, and hear the, 
Inſtructions of thy Word, be thou gra: * | 
ciouſſy preſent with us, and may thy, 
good Spirit help our Infirmities, and; al 
hit us-n dur Devotioens :- % asd: 
Preſerve me, O Lord, I beſeech thee 
fror E careleſs, wandering, and inatten= 
tive Mind; let not the Cares of this 
World, or the Love of Riches, or the 
Pleakatcs: of Life, or the Luſts of other 
Things entering into my Heart, diſtract 
my Thoughts, and diſturb my Devoti- 
on, or choak the Word, and hinder my 
profiting-; but help me to compoſe my 
Thoughts, and fix my Attention, that 
with a pure and upright Heart, anda 
ſerious attentive Mind I may hear the In- 
ſtructions of Wiſdom, and offer up my; 
Prayers and Supplications with Thankſ:. 
giving unto thee who art the Hearer of 
Pra yer, to whom all Fleſh ſhould come. 
I Theſe. Things I humbly requeſt. 
| ches, © Lord, for thy Goodnefs Sos fn 
_ Feſus Chriſt the Son of thy Love, who. 
was dead, and is alive, and lives for ever-- 
more, in whoſe comprehenſive. Word &1 
farther * Omy Father ho 
Virts | | art 
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art in Heayen, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done in 
© Earth, as it is in Heaven; give me this 
Day my daily Bread, forgiye mg my 
Treſpaſſes, as I forgive them that tref- 
pals againſt me, and lead me not into 
Temptation, but deliver me from Evil, 
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of my Being, the Preſerver of my 


Life, and the Fountain of all the Mer- 
e n enen 
debted for all that J am and have, and 
upon whom. are founded all my future 
Hopes and Expectations both for Time 
and Eternity: I thank thee for the valua- 
ble Privileges. and Advantages I enjoy as 


+ n „ E 1 „ 
Lor as: the | Author 


' Diſciple of thy Son Feſis Cin il, and I be- 


| ſeech thee to enable me by thy Grace to, 
form the Temper of my Mind, and order 
the Courſe, of my Converſation in this 
World, as becomes the Dignity of my 
rational and moral Nature, and my holy. 
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Chriſtian Pref ets; an 
who entertains the bleſſed Hopes of eter- 
t Be.... 
\'F hibenbly: and thankfully. ider chat 5 
860 Providence that hath ordered my 
Lot, and determined the Bounds of my 
| HabitationinaLandof Light, Knowledge, 
and Liberty ; that from my early Years 
J have been inſtructed in the Principles 
of true Religion, and the Rules of Piety 
and Virtue, and have the moſt powerful 
Mlotives to Obedience ſet before me, and 
the greateſt Helps and Encouragements 
given me to lead me to the Practice of 
Holineſs here, and the Enjoyment of the 
higheſt Happineſs 1 my Nature is capable 
of hereafter; and particularly I thank 
thee for the Opportunities I enjoy of af- 
ſembling with my Chriſtian Brethren for. 

publick Worſhip and Inſtruction on the 
Day that is ſet apart for that Futpos as 
oft as it returns. 
I thank thee that I have been e | 

this Day to attend upon the publick Inſti- 
tutions of Religion, and to join with my 
Chriſtian Brethren in calling upon thy 
holy Name, in ſhewing forth hy moſt. 
worthy Praiſe, in giving Thanks for” the 
great Blefiings and Benefits we have re- 
8 ceived 


g 4 becher one . 


[ 0 208 5 | 
ceived: Gamnthy: bountiful Hani; in lk 


ceſſary and requiſite as well for the 


as the Soul, in offering up my Interdei- 


ſions forall. Men, and in hearing the In- 
| tions of thy holy Word ;, follow 
5 N p fag Bleſſin g, I beſeech thee, the 


| Work and Service I have been employed 


in; may the Prayers and Supplications, 


Interceſſions and Thankſpivings which 
have been preſented to thee this Day in 
the Name oſ our great and worthy Me- 
diator the Lord eſus Cbriſt, come up as 


a Memorial before thee, and obtain à fa- 


vourable Acceptance and an Anſwer of 


Peace; May the Inſtructions and Ex- 
hortations nid I have been hearing 


from thy Word be carried Home tom 
rod phony and fink into my Heart, and 


if any good Impreſſions have been made 


upon my Mind, may they abide with 


me, and have a proper Effect upon my 
Temper and Conduct: Pardon the Cold- 


neſs and Imperfection of my Devotions; 
and whatever has been amiſs in my Per- 

formance of religious Duties, and if thou 
haſt ſeen Sincerity in my Heart, let- me 


be graciouſly _— in We Nee 


ing from: thee toſs Things that are ne- 


” — * 
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As 


5 1% 
As Member of the Aenttdchpide 
ty of Mankind än general, and of the 
Church of Chriſt in Particular, I would 
humbly renew my Addreſſes unto thee 
the God and Father of all, on Behalf of 
all Men dwelling on the Face of the Eartli, 
that it may pleaſe thee to continue the 
Care of thy Providence over them, and te 
diſpenſe the Bleſſings bf thy Goodneſs to 
them, giving Rain from Heaven and 
fruitful Seaſons, filling their Hearts with 
Food and Gladneſs: But eſpecially I pray 
that thou wouldſt make thy Ways 
known upon the Earth, and thy ſaving 
Health among all Nations; let Jer and 


1 Sentiles be brought to the Obedience of 


_ the Faith, let pure and -onchrriiptcd 
* Chriſtianity obtain over the wholeWorld, 
' and great Peace and Happineſs be in all 
Lands by obeying the Laws of the Prince 
of Peace Chriſt Jeſus; and may all who 
profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians de- 
part from all Iniquity and Idolatry, and 
live ſuitably to their holy Profeflion; 
_ endeavouring to abound in every good 
Word and Work, whereby they may | 
' glorify God, de good to Men, and per- 
fect theaelves- more and more in all 
Holineſs and Vir tue. 7 


I would 


Gary; : 
I would like wiſe humbly. pray for dhe i 


7 Wiel fare and Proſperity of theſe Lands of 


Britain and Ireland, and the Dominions 
thereto. belonging, that it may pleaſe 
thee to continue to us the Enjoyment of 
all our valuable Privileges and Liberties 
both civil and religious, together with 
our publick Peace and Tranquillity, and 
our healthful and fruitful Seaſons; par- 
don the many Sins which abound too 
much among us, and may thy Patience 
and Forbearance, and the many Deliver - 
ances which in Times paſt thou haſt 
worked for us, lead us all to a true and 
unfeigned Repentance, that Iniquity may 
not be our Ruin, or deprive us of the 
Continuance of thy favour and Protection. 
May it pleaſe thee to bleſs our King 
upon the Throne, and all the Branches | 
of the Royal Family, with all our inferi- 


or Rulers and Magiſtrates, and all Or- 


ders and Degrees of Perſons amongſt us; 
and may all and every one, in their ſeve- 
ral Places and Stations, ſtudy to promote 
the Honour and Intereſt of true Religi- 
on, and the Peace and Happineſs of theſe 
Lands, that under the Shadow of civil 
Authority, we may lead quiet and peace- 

able Lives i in n all Godlincſs and Honeſty. 


* 


ay 


111 


of thoſe WhO preach the Goſpel of thy 
Son in its Truth and Simplicity, and may 
the good Effects thereof be viſible in the 


— 


jet Sinners be con 
of cheir Wa ys, and brought into the 


Paths of Truch and Righteoũſpeſs, and 
may thoſe who are already in a State of 


Holineſs and Virtue, be encouraged and 


perſuaded to PLOTS, and abound 
therein. Mk 

I would humbly commend. to thy 
fatherly Mercies and tender Compaſſions 
all ſuch as labour under any Kind of 
Trouble or Diſtreſs, may their Afflictions 
redound to their Profit, and may they be 
ſupported under them, and in thy good 


Time happily delivered out of them; 
particularly I beſeech thee to pity thoſe | 
who ſuffer for Righteouſneſs Sake, and 


are perſecuted on Account of Religion, 


and Conſcience towards God, Lord pro- 
portion their Strength to their Trials, 


and let thy Grace be ſufficient for them ; 


and do thou, in thy own Time, and in 
that Seaſon which thou knoweſt to be 
1 and EEE, PER an nend to all Oppreſ- 


1 85 ſion 


2 * ay 1 Reale bet to 2 7755 1. aboturs | 


Lives and Converſations of Chriſtians; | 
verted from the Error 


BG 2D). Ea, 
tas fon * Perſecution for Con dience $i ike, 

that there may be no hurting. nor de 
Kreis in all thy holy Mountain. 

May thy Bleſſing reſt upon this Far ami- 
1y to Which I belong, enrich us all with 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Things in 
_ Chrift Feſus, and with ſuch a Portion of 
temporal Bleſſings as thou enoweſt to be 
| , moſt expedient for us. 

I thank thee that by thy 900d Prot 
dende I am brought to the Concluſion of 
this Day in Peace and Safety, Lord im- 
pute not to me wherein 1 have failed and 
come ſhort in the Performance of my 
Duty, and let me be accepted in the Be- 
loved, upon the Terms of his Goſpel, , 
| 225 oy favour in thy Sight. N 
me in the Shadow of thy Wing gs | 
the: the enſuing Night, grant me a re- 
freſhing Reſt 01 my frail Body, and raiſe 
me up in the Morning with renewed 
Health and Vigour, to return to the Bu- | 
fineſs of the Day in thy Fear. 
And now, O thou my God and Father 
whe art in Heaven, and from thence be- 
holdeſt all the Dwellers upon Earth, 
and maketh Proviſion for all thy Crea- 
Wie 518 thy Name be d and 

oo NE d 


. < 223 3 

| rify'd thro' the whole Worlds 
thy Kingdom come, and the Goſpel d 
the great Redeemer be publiſhed among 
all Nations: and may thy holy Will be 
done in Earth, as it is in Heaven, and 
the eternal Laws of Godlineſs, Righte- 
-ouſhels, Charity, and Purity, be obey 
_ ed here below with that Sincerity, De- 
light and Conſtancy, as they are obſerved 
by the holy Angels above; give me Day 
by Day my daily Bread; give me neither 
Poverty nor. Riches, but feed me with 
Food convenient for me, and having 
Food and Raiment, may 1: learn there- 
with to be content. Forgive me all my 
Offences againſt thee, and my Tranſgreſ- 
grefſions of thy holy. Laws, the 
Terms of the Golpel, even as I do ſin- 
cerely forgive thoſe who treſpaſs and of - 7 
fend againſt me; and let me not fall into 
Sin by the Power of any Temptation, 
but deliver me from Evil both natural and 
moral, and lead me in the Paths of Holi- 
neſs and Virtue to the Poſſeſſion and En- 
joyment of everlaſting Life and Happineſs 
thro! Jeſus Chriſt. my bleſſed Saviour and 
| Redeemer, thro' whom I aſcribe to thee 
my heavenly. Father, the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the an, for ever and 


ever. Z | 
5 A Prayer 
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ſion and Perſecution for Con ebe Sake, - 
that there may be no hurting nor de- 
Kroyingi in all thy holy Mountain. wy 3 
May thy Bleſſing reſt upon this Fami- 
ly to Which T belong, enrich us all with 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Things in 
Grit Feſus, and with ſuch a Portion of 
temporal Bleſſings as thou inoweſt to be 
moſt expedient for us. 
I thank thee that by thy good Pro. 
dence I am brought to the Concluſion of 
this Day in Peace and Safety, Lord im- 
pute not to me wherein I have failed and 
come ſhort in the Performance of my 


= Duty, and let me be accepted in the Be- 


loved, upon the Terms of his Goſpel, 5 

| and Sree] favour in thy Sight. 

me in the Shadow of thy Wing gs 

Wc ie enſuing Night, grant me a re- 
freſhing Reſt 801 my frail Body, and raiſe 
me up in the Morning with renewed 
Health and Vi; gour, to return to the Bu- 
| fineſs of the Day in thy Fear. 
And now, O thou my God and Father 
hs art in Heaven, and from thence be- 

Holdeft all the Dwellers upon Earth, 
and maketh Proviſion for all thy Crea- 
_ may: "or. Name be A d and 


uy d . 


| 10890 thro * whole. Woll e May 
thy Kingdom come, and the Goſpel uf 
the great Redeemer be publiſhed among _ 
all Nations and may thy holy Will be 
done in Earth, as it is in Heaven, and 
the eternal Laws of Godlineſs, Righte- 
ouſneſs, Charity, and Purity, be obey- 
ed here below with that Sincerity, De- 
light and Conſtancy, as they are obſerved 
by the holy Angels above; give me Day 
by Day my daily Bread; give me neither 
Poverty nor Riches, Pak: feed me with 
Food convenient for me, and having 
Food and Raiment, may 1. learn there- 
with to be content. Forgive me all my. 
Offences againſt thee, and my Trials. - 
greſſions of thy holy Laws, upon the 
Terms of the Doll, even as I do ſin- 
cerely forgive thoſe who treſpaſs and of: I 
fend againſt me; and let me not fall into 
Sin by the Power of any Temptation, 
but deliver me from Evil both natural and 
moral, and lead me in the Paths of Holi- 
neſs and Virtue to the Poſſeſſion and En- 
joyment of everlaſting Life and Happineſs 
thro! Jeſus Chriſi my bleſſed Saviour and 
Redeemer, thro whom I aſcribe to thee 
my heavenly Father, the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and 


ever. 
4 Prayer 2 
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A Prayer fora. Hera private en any 
ale, Day dre, Morning Zvening 


4 LOST. gracious. and — od, 
1 come before thee. as a Diſciple | 
of thy. Son Jeſus Chriſt to worſhip. thy 
divine Majeſty with all Reverence and 
Humility; I acknowledge my entire and 
conſtant Dependence on thee, in whom 
Llive and move, and have my Being, and 
io whoſe fatherly Care and kind Provi- 
dence I am indebted for my daily Pre- 
| fervation; and all the Mercies that are in 
| 7 — reflect "wich Grattnds: _ 2 
Praiſe on that Goodneſs and Mercy that 
has followed me all my Life long even 
till now. I would call to my Remem- 
bprance the many Inſtances of thy. loving 
Eindneſs, of thy, Patience, Forbearance, 
and tender Compaſſion which 1 have 
met with from Time to Time, and would 
Call upon my Soul, and all that is within 
me, to magnify and praiſe thy holy Name; 4 
bleſs. the Lord, O my Soul, and forget 
not all his Benefits, who fo A 0 
thine Iniquities, who. 779 all the 5 
3 who * thy Life from 
3 85 


* 


(6 278 
Deſtruction, and crowneth cheowith Lis 
 vidg-kindneſs-ahd tender Mercies. 
I praiſe and bleſs thee; O Lord; Who 
haſt given me Being and Life, who haſt 
er to me Reaſon and — anfl 


— * gantain and original of all Pere 
fection, and of riſing to high Degrees of 
HFappineſs in Sony on State; thou haſt 
made us but a little lower than the An- 
gels, thou haſt crowned us with Glory 
and Honour; thou haſt made us to have e 
Dominion over the Work of thy Hand. | 
and put the lower animal World in Sa 
jection to us. | 
-T*thank' this ith all my He fir 
the Means of Improvement in Knowledge 
and Virtqe which thou haſt gracioully 
afforded” me, and particularly” for 'the 8 
2 at Advantages 70595 by the Go 
Revelation, Whereby I am: clearly 
ſtructed in the true Religion and all the 
Particulars of my Duty, am fully aſſured 
_ of another World after this, and 3 
Way to be haf y in it, by obeying” the 

1 e and Lg the Frame "of 
" lah beloved Son; O let me not receive _ 
— = 45 K 2 r this | 


2 | A 


* 25 8 
13 3 2 * Fig 


in- 


1 19 
n, nor deſpiſe ur n 
c lvation,'! but inchne my 
Heart to embrace the Offers of the Goſ· 
pel and comply with the wiſe and graci-· 
ous Terms of Acceptance 
it, that being reconciled unto thee, and 
devoted to thy Service and Obedience; I 
may have Peace in my own Mind and 
good Hope of being Hippy e. Fa- 
vour hereafter. 
I confeſs 1 have n againſt thee, 
 andtraniſgrefied' thy holy Laws in many 
 Iiiſtances, I 5 failed and come 
Habt in the Pe of my | 
| 8 and ant Perfection that I ought 
to have done and which ight reaſon 
ably Rave been expected from one h 
Nas enjey d ſueh Advantages for Improve 
ment. I acknowledge my Tran: greſſi· 
ons, O Lord, and my Sins are ever be- 
fore me 34. take to myſelf Shame and 
Confufion of Face becauſe I have ſinned 
againſt thee; God be merciful to me a 
por Sinne and according to the Te- 
Bor of that Coven at which hath been 
ſealed” With the Blood of thy Son, par- - 
don all my paſt Offences; — 8 
vy thy Grace” an. =" by: - 
_— _ 


laid dowu in 


Wiahseoulneſs;:andowh herein; Thave) a 

fended or done Iniquity, 70 do ſo no 

moe: but — walk in Newneſs 

| markily — to live ſoherly, rightrouſ-, 

1 ee in this preſent World. 77 
Heart, O Lord from, all 


— arid ough all bad Intentions ab Des. | 
ſigns ; deliver me from a ſenſual and 
— Mind, and may I be ſpiritually 
and heavenly minded, ſetting my Affec- 
tions on Things 2 bove, and not on 
Things on the Earth; deliver me from 


Pride, Inſolence and Self- conceit; and 
may Ibe mode humble and condeſcend- 


ing; deliver mefrom ſinful Anger, Wrath, 
and Malice, and from Envy, ill, Will, 


2 let Meekneſs and 'Gentlenels, Fe dor 
giveneſs and Peaceableneſs, and [univers, 
ſal Love and good Will be the prevail- — 
ing Temper ing Mind, and give Law; \ Bj 
to all —— and 2 deliver; 
meifrom all Guile; Falſhood and H 
5 orily; and may Il ſtudy Truth, in che _ 
: ed Part and be ingen and withoud „ 
- ab y of Chriſt; and as, 
the Samar all Reo, andthe peu . 1 
l : _ 
3 


(8 "18 05 » 
| 'Femptati let ny Mind 
boalways poſſeſs d with ſuch Sen 6B 

74 thy Greatneſs and xcellen 
Perfections of thy Nature, that 2 
leve thee witli all my Heart an oul, 
and Strengeh and Min , and my Neighs 
bour as myſelf. e 
For what relates to the | hings'of this 
Liſe, I would not be anxious about 
what 1 ſhall eat, or what I ſhall drink, 
or wherewithal J ſhall be cloathed, but 
would ſeek thy Kingdom, and Rig e- 
ouſ neſs in che fich Place, and make Re- 
und Virtue; and Goodneſs, the 
rincipal Object of my Purſuit, and 
5 — good Providence 
for the Supply of all my reaſonable 
Wants and Neceſſities, caſting all my 
Cares and Burthens on thee, who takeſt 
care of eee and art _ : 

toiſuſtain t W ic, 99 42954 $17 

But it becomes me, in Obedience to 
thy Command, and in Teſtimony of my 
univerſal Good-will, to ww for others 
as well 25 for. nyſelf; may it pleaſe thee. 
to continue the Care of thy Providence 
over the Whole World, and to beſtow 
the Bleſſings of thy Goodneſs upon all 
n may the glad Tie - 
ings 


g of Klatten b) V Igis dn be 2 
ruled unto all Nations, and be 
received and ſubmitted to by all who 
hear them; may the Chriſtian Church 
es flouriſn and abound in Holineſs; and 
Virtue, and all good Works, and let 
Peace, and Love, and Unity and Con- 
cord prevail and reign among them; let 
Britain and Ireland, and the Domini 
ons thereto. belonging, be always under 
the ſpecial Protection and Care of thy | | 
good 4 — bleſs, our Rulers and 
| Goyernors in civil Affairs, whether ſu⸗ 
preme or ſubordinate, and guide them 
in their 17 that they may 
be Miniſters of God to us for good; — 
continue to us the Enjoyment, of all out 
Rights, Privileges and Liberties 
c both civil and religious; and may; we 
improve them to our Growth in true 
Piety and Virtue; and give us from 
. _ Year to Year the kindly. Fruits of the 
| Earth in their | Seaſon: I ſympathize  - 
with all who are in Trouble or Diſtres, * 
Lord, heal the Sick, ſupport the Weak, 
provide for the Poor and Needy, be a ü 
Father to the Fatherleſs, plead the Cauſe 1 
of the injured and helpleſs Widow; bea 
SHE to the I__ and a Refuge 9 


— 


tion for Conſcience Sake, and in aps 
7 go Time command Deliverances for 
comfort the dryers 4 Beal 
t = x broken hearted and wounded in Sp 
| —— deprived — it, 5 do 
good unto all as their ſeveral. ; Conditions | 
and Neceſſities may require. 
And now, O. my: God, I bleſs 2 5 
Bat J am ſtill alive, and have not been 
long before this cur d in the midſt of 
my Sins as I have juſtly deſerved 1 
bleñs thee that T have the Exerciſe of my 
Reaſon, and the Uſe of my Senſes con- 
tinued to me, and ſo many of the Com- 
torts, and Sonveniencies of this Life 


to. render. my, Paſſage thro it the 
more cal and. tolerable than otherwiſe 
and. Stren oth, and Food and ane. | 

that I — an Habitation to dwell in, 
and that as ſetthere is Peace and Tan- 
Fi 2 tr "where 1 live, ſo 


o make t me to dwell in 
: i | * 


Mi ng Light, and 
21 mag y continued 
2 Protection over me 


» 
0 * 
| 1 
- * 
— 


Ivill vill b — mo 


d than be thy gend 


200 


43 1 121 * 


Providence Iam ſafely 
brought to the Con- 
cluſion of it; mer- 
cifully overlook. and 


belong to. me; geben 
us from all Evils and 
Danz ers, if it be thy 


Will, but . 4 
from Sin and the pow- 
erof Temptation. 'Be 

me in all BY 


pres Affairs, 
blſh the Work Fe my 
Hands, yea the of bg 
: of my Hands eſta- 
bliſh thou it; per- 
fect what Concerns 
me, and mine, and all 


and let ttle be rail 


chou haſt called me 


forgive whereinſoever , | 
ave offended 'or 
done - amiſs; and be 


thy joe — over 
me yo. the following 
Night, grant me a 
1 5 and refre ſhin . 
Reſt to frail Body, 


£S - 


* 1 


up the enſuing Morn. | 
ing with renewed: 
Health and Strength, 
to magnify and praiſe 
|thy holy Name, and 
return to the Duties 
of my Place and Stu- 
tion, and the Buſineſs 


| thyFeople, ande 


8 * 


_ thy Fear, and 


with 


Joy Ind. Happineſs that 18 2 ated for” 


— 


"thy Sen 
d' only” 28 25 
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an 
and al the . | 


have my Being; - 10 * 
8 me in Heath 108 
Aion of this 12 


my Behaviour, 
ly" offend 


e Reſt: and Refr 
it, and that 


ces 0: Tt; of Goodncls 
con. TI came into the V and 
a ee 1 1275 


velation, 


an not my IL thou 
and not I myſelf 


Li 41 
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10 forgive me all my 
the Terms of thy. Son's 


E 


do unto me in 


: * 


my Cor 1e e to thy 
Diſpolal i in all . u. thankful to 
thee, wh giveſt me whatever I enjoy, 
_* and\kndwelt- how to make all III gs. 
Work. together for my Good. 
Take me, I beſeech thee, — 25 
Protection this Bay; keep me, if it s 
thy Will, in Healrh and Safety; and ma 
a:Senſc of thy continual Preſe 
me and Inſpecti 


ion over me; and af che: 
Accdunt I muſt hereafter give to i 
Judge of meer eh engage me 
8 and Actions, that 1 — be able to re- 
flect upon them with ane, the 
CA this Day. Hes Melee om oben 
Let t Bleflin upon every Mem- 
2 Fam S to which I belong; 
bleſs my Parents and all my Friends and 
Relations, 1 where: 
Regquite the Kindneſs or my Ben 1CTOors: * 


e our God: —— che 
Name of 5 eſus brit our Lord and — 4 


viour; 2 


aught us, ,T E continue t6 o pro for 1000, 


/ 


FONT 8 . 108 . 975 5 wry jv 

a fon CTY 
r V. ** arion. : - ty * RY _ 'E A 
-A OST — er * eech 

” thy 1 katy: 2 the Day with praifing: 


e, anc  imploring” _ 
Bloſling; Guidance and Protedtion;:40 


would end it wirll an Evening e 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving in the Name 
of 5 beloved Son Jeſus Chriffsi>t ths 
I praiſe and ble thee that thou haſt 
3 me capable of knoming thee he.) 

firſt Canſe and original of all /Things, _ 
and admiring thy high and adorable Per- 
fections; of loving thee the Fountain f 
all Good and Happineſs; of reror of thee's I 


the wiſe and ee Ah 
World; 3 1511 


ture and better St 

clearly ovcaled elf to u ang ewe 
chy Wil and Counſel e to our Sal- 
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or to the Power of any Temptati- 


| great. Exerciſing mytelt. . — 
| alway 
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Take me, besteck 1 ide 
_elovs Protection this N 8 k 
under the Kmart of t 
Neff and Sleep 


fliction of an 
fictions turn t to their Good; bleſs my Re- 


lations and Friends, particula 
rent, and Brethren, and Sifters) rewa 
thoſe 'who have” 
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vices of the enſuing Day. who 
I heartily defire the good 
kind; and pray for the Purity, the 8 
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2 this W onld, ; and 9 


Care of chy good 
and the Conduct of thy 


_ moved i into the Regione of immortal! 
Bliſs and Happineſs. All — Thame. : 
by requeſt in the Name, and as a Diſ- 
_ - Ciple of Jeſus Chriſt 5. Son, in whoſe 
_ comprehenſive Words I farther pray for. 
yielf and for all Ma 
er who art, Ec. 
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